Questions, etc.

Feqistative Assembinp,
Friday, 30th November, 1906,

Question : Immigmtion Lectorer, Mr Wilbur
Papers : Mining Accident nt Cue
T.oan Estimates discussed and complated ...
Goomalling Railway, an Inspection ...

The SPEAKER took the Chair at
3 oelock pom.
Pravegs.
QUESTION—IMMIGRATION LEU.
TURER. :
Mr. BATH asked the Minister for

Tiands: 1, Had his attention been drawn
to the complaints made by Mr. J. H.
Wilbur ¢ the treatment meted out 10
him while acting as ITmmigration Leg-
turer for the State? 2, If so, had the
Minister instituted inquiries, and with
what result? 3, Had the result of Mr.
Wilbur's lectures and work proved
eminently satisfactory to the State? 4,
Did the Minister intend to take steps to
see that Mre. Wilbur's grievances were
redressed ¥

Tre MINISTER rveplied: 1, Yes. 2,
Mr. Wilbur had some grounds for com-
plaint in regard to delay in sending him
printed matter on one occasion, but the
matter was explained to him; he also
complained in regard to delay in fur-
nishing him with new slides, but thiz was
unavoidable. 3, Mr. Wilbur's work was
satisfactory. 4, No; as it is not con-
sidered that Mr. Wilbur has any griev.
ance.
ment which stipulated that tbree months’
notice on either side would terminate
same. As his services could
further utilised, Mr. Wilbur was given
three months’ nofice, and at his urgent
request the salary was paid in advance.

He was engaged under an agree- |
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ago, requesting a copy of the papers, but
so far have received no answer.

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES: I
mike the hon. member a promise of an
answer at the next sitting of the House.
I bave not yet seen the papers, and know
nothing about them. The hon. member
made this request to me to-day; but not

- knowing what the papers may contzin, T

do not know whether I can lay them on
the Table. On Tuesday next, however, I

- shall he prepared to reply, and I shall

not be !

PAPERS—MINING ACCIDENT AT CUE.

Mr. HOLMAN: I desire 1o ask the
Minister for Mines, by leave without
notice, whether he will lay on the Table
of the House all papers in connection
with the inquest held on Mr. Hugh A,
Hilly, who was killed at Cue on 2&th
September last. I mav say that T wrote
to the Minister soine six or eight weeks

probably bring the papers with me.

Mr. HOLMAN : I shall be glad if the
Minister will state whether he will allow
me to see the papers before the Mines
Regulation Bill next comes before the
House ; because some breach of that Ack
was committed, and therefore I consider it
necessary to see the papers hefore the
measgure is farther dealt with.

Tue MINISTER: I will make the
hon. member ne promise whatever. As
I have suaid, I have not seen the papers
and do not know what they way countain.
By Tuesday next I shall bave seen them,
and shall be prepared to reply. There
may be some legal objection; some case
may be sub judice for all I know. Very
probably T shall bring the papers here
with me on Tuesday pext; that is, unless
there is uny very strong objection.

PAPER PRESENTED.

By the Premier: Copy of correspon-
dence between the Government and the
Agent (eneral relating to statements
made by Mr. Kaufmann on the subject
of the coustruction of a railway to Ra-
vensthorpe.

LOAN ESTIMATES, 1906-7.
COMMITTEE OF 3UPPLY.

Resumed from the previous day, Mr.
lLLiNeworTH in the Chair.

1IN

Vote—Departmental £54,186, recoup
£8,099:

Me BATH: The subjects comprised
in these Estimates having been treated
fairly exbaustively during the discussion
on the Loan Bill, be wonld reserve most
of the observations he had to offer
until the various items were reached.
However, he felt bound to remark that
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he had uever heard a more calamitous '

statement than that made vesterday by
the Premier to the effect that it was
sufficient if the revenue of Western Aus-
tralia would cover cost of administration
and waintenance of existing works. No
State of the Commonwealth, even in the
most despairing duys, when in the lowest
possible depths of financial distress, fell
80 low as not to be able to construet
some works out of revenue.

Tre PrEMIER said that he had referred
to cost of administration and maintenance
and improvement of existing works. Qur
railways were being improved every day.

Mz. BATH : The Premier was talking
on that occasion of the general revenue.
The hon. gentleman had been understood
to say that if the consolidated revenue
were suflicient to pay cost of administra-
tion and mwaintenance of existing works—

Tre PREMi1ER: And interestand sink-
ing fund, we should be doing very well.

Me. Jouwnson: The Premier never
mentioned it.

Tee PrEmMier: It was not necessary to
do so.

Mr. BATH: Even with the amend-
ment. the Premier meofioned he (Mr,
Buth) would say that the standard of
financia! administration in  Western
Avustralia would be far below that in the
Eastern States when in the control of the
most incomnpetent Treasurers. Even after
the boom i Melbourne, when Victoria
was suffering that terrible depression,
they were always able to find a consider-
able sum out, of revenue for the construe-
tion of new works, and if the remark
made were to be published in the finan-
cial journals in the old country it wounld
be very destructive to the credit
Western Awnstralia in  home financial
circles. Tt was an extraordinary state-
ment for the Premier to make. He also
desired to point out what mnst have been
an error on the part of the Treasurer in
the general discussion on the loan pro-
posals; that wis in connection with the
increase of population. The Treasurer
gave an altogether erronevus idea as to
the progress of popuiation in 1904 and
1906, and wa~ very careful not to bracket
the two years together and make a com-
parison of 1904-5 with 1903-6, because if
be had made a comparison between
1904-5 and between 1905-6 he would
have found that the increase of popula-

of
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tion in the latter vewr showed a consider-
able falling off as compared wiih the yem
1904-5.  As to the optimistic view of the
hon. gentleman of what it wonld he in
1508, he (BLr. Bath) had only Yo puint
out that for the month of October in this
year we had a decrcuse in populatiou
amounting to 487,

Tae Premier: We alwavs had just
hefore the Melbourne Cup.

M=, BATH: 1f the hon. gentlemau
would look at previous records he would
find that was not correct.

Tuwy PremiEr : The last three months
of the year as » rule.

Mg, BATH : Tt had been troe as te
the cnd of 1905 and the #nd of 1906, but
not prior to that, and she Premier had
bear in mind that we had an cxcess of
births for October alone of 3935, o
practicully 400, and for the four months
of the vear the increase uf births ove
deaths was 1,800, vet the total increase ir
populution since the 30th Juue had only
been 1,700, so there would have to be ax
enormous increase of population if the
estimate of the Treasurer was to lbx
realised. There was another fact to bi
borue in mind. As long as we main
tained the ratio per head of the popuia.
tion regarding our public debts, and did
ot increase it to any abnormal degres, il
mattered not how wuch the aggregate
debt was increased, but we must remember
that the state of things now as compared
with the state of affairs five, six, or sever
vears ago was nltogether different. Ther
our popnlation was Jargely an adualf
poputation, which represented a Lig earn-
ing capacity, a big tax.paying capacity
and the debt per head of the populatior
then was not so significant as the same
amount wonld be to-day, when we had ¢
much larger proportion of women and
¢hildren in our total population, There
was one thing he would like {o say. I
seemed rather an absurdity that we
should le discussing these Loan Estim-
ates and practically voting sums ol
money for the construction of works
prior to our having the railway Bills
befaore us. We should have had these
Bills, and should have known whether
the House would commit itself to those
proposals or not, or which of them the
House would commit itself to, and then
the Loan Estimates shonld have heen
drawn up with that information on
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hand.  After passing these votes we
might later on decide not {o carry
certain of these railway propusals. He
thought that placed the Committee in a
false position. He protested against
bringing the Estimates down at this
early date. At least the second readings
of the Bills should have been taken in
conjunction with the discossion of the
Estimates, and our action in regard to
tbose Bills should have been a guidance
as to the votes to be placed on the Loan
Estimates.

Mr. HOLMAN regretted the action of
the Government in furcing watters so
rapidly without giving an opportunity of
studying them fully. Yesterday when
we were discussing the schedule of the
Loan Bill we were joformed that the
whole of the important matters referred
to would be considered when we were
dealing with the Lioan Estimates. He
had not had au opportunity, and he did
not think any wember had, of looking
through the FEstimates to see exactly
what proposals were before the Com-
mittee in those Estimates. We should
have Il time to see whether these
proposals on the Loan Estimates should
be passed. We were asked to pass sums
amounting to £1,332100 without any
information at all. There were some 20
railwayvs to be considered, and not a word
of imformation was placed before mem-
bers to give us any idea whether those
proposals were warranted or not. There
were various other matters which should
be placed Lefore members. He was not
disposed to pass the Estimnates dealing
with several matters in connection with
‘items. He was not satisfied even after
the correspondence that had heen sent
down that Mr. Kaufman bad been dealt
with in the manner be should have been.

Tue CHATRMAN: The Committee
were not dealing with Mr. Kaufman,

Me. HOLMAN was dealing with one
of the railways referred to on the Esti-
mates, and was asking for infurmation.
If not uble to ask a question now, when
should be do so?

Tre CHAIRMAN: When the Railway
Bill was before the House.

Mgr. HOLMAN: We should be com-
mitting the country to an expenditure of
£10,000 for the construction of a railway
if we passed these Estimates, and this
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was the time to place the matter before
the Committee.

Tae CHAIRMAN : Not till that item
was reached.

Mr. HOLMAN was speaking generally
on the itemns. The transaction was not
0 clean as it ought to be.

Tre PreEmier: What was not clean
about it ?

Mer. HOLMAN: Mr. Kaufman knew
that the line would be constructed before
that information was given to members.

THE PremIER : That was a deliberate
misstatement, and must be withdrawn.

Tre CHAIRMAN : The hon. member
nust withdraw. )

Mr. HOLMAN would not withdraw.
He had not said the Premier gave the
information,

Tre CHAIBMAN : The hon. member
made a distinet charge against the Gov-
ernment, and must withdraw it.

M=z. HOLMAN withdrew the state-
ment. Long before members of the
House knew the line would be constructed
Mr. Kaufman received that information,
though he was not entitled to it.

Tue CHAIRMAN: The question of
Mr. Kaufman was not before the Com-
mittee,

Mr. HOLMAN regretted more time
was not given for investigating these
matiers, when a sum of over a million
pounds was at stake.

Tur Premier: The money for the
railways woild not be available till the
Railway Bills passed.

Me. HOLMAN : Much of it could be
used for surveys etcetera, and the fact
that thovsands had been spent would
form an argument for passing the Bills.
Insufficient attemtion was given by the
Government to the vote for the develop-
ment of mining and mineral resources.
Last vear some £20,000 was voted and
nol spent, though many fields were starv-
ing and destilute of water. At places on
the Murchison water had to be carted 10
or 12 miles. There was no information
as to whether the money on these sti-
mates would be speant.

Tae Premiker : Full information would
be given on the items.

Me. HOLMAN: The whole of the
items would have been passed had he not
risen.

Tue CHATRMAN : No.

The vote put
was “ Departmental.”
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Mr. JOHNSON : Better defer remarks
till the items were reached.

Me. BATH: As to the vote * Rail-
ways,” could the Committee discuss the
Estimates and pass this vote before the
Railway Bills authorising the construction
of the lines were passed? TIn previous
years the Railway Bills were discussed
prior to the introduction of Loan Esti-
mates.

Tae CHAIRMAN: Loan Estimates
like general Estimates, were only esti-
mates, and an Appropriation Bill must
be passed to make the moneys available.

Item—Inecidental, £7,000 :

Mr. A. J. WILSON: The proportion
of this item to the estimated salaries
seemed large.

Tae PREMIER: The item covered
postage, stationery,advertising, travelling,
surveying instruments, and repairs in
connection with the loan works in these
Estimates. It was similar to Ttem 55 in
the Works Estimates.

Vote put and passed.
Vote— Railways, £523,738;
£9,279:

Ttem—Additions and Improvements to
Opened Railways, £30,390; recoup. nal:

Me. BATH : This itemm had called for
considerable discussion in past years.
The title was too general. Frequent
somplaints were made by the Auditor
General as to the inclusion in this item
of works that in no sense increased the
vapital value of the railways to a greater
extent than the origical authorisations
made available for the cost of construe-
tion. We should have more definite
information in regard to the item, which
was used for works, a considerable
portion of which should be paid for out
of revenue.

T'ee PREMIER agreed that every care
should be taken in connection with the
expenditure of this money. The item
had been gonsiderably reduced. It was
anticipated that to the end of this
financial year the money would be spent
on the completion of works in hand, such
as the Beaufort.-Barrack Street bridge,
which would be well advanced, an
additivnal platform to deal with show
traffic at Claremont, a passenger station
at Fenian Crossing, additional water

Tecoup,
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columns, station yards at Buobury,
fencing in settled agricultural districts,
and additivns to telephones, signalling,
ete. The Comivissioner anticipated re-
ceiving over £200,000, bot the Govern-
ment did not feel justified in asking the
Committee te vote such a large sum
under this item.

Mr. HOLMAN: Escept during the
last few years, it was customary to place
a sun of about £25,000 oo the Revenue
Estimates for new works and tmprove-
ments. Was that sum now included in
these Loan Estimates, and was it the
intention of the Government to always
keep it on the Loan Estimates ?

Ter MINISTER FOR MINES: The
Revenue Estimates included a large sum
for improvements to opened lines.  This
item was absolutely necessary on account
of the largre works which were in hand,
and which should never be a charge on
the Revenue Estimates. The Com-
missioner suggested a list of works to be
carried out, and in every instance where
the recommendation was for expenditure
from Loan Funds it would be agreed that
the items should be charged to capifal
account. That the Commissioner asked
for such a large sum was due to him (the
Minister), becuuse he bad requested the
Commissioner to give particulars of
every work the Commissioner thought
should be carried out in order that mem-
bers might bave some knowledge of the
propositions of the Railway Department,
and it was well the statement was put in
the report; it let members know that
the Commissioner thought the works
could be properly undertaken. How.
ever, the Government could not find
enough money for those works, and
thought the expenditure could be much
better employed in building new railways
for the farther development of the country
and bringing in increased revenue. Most
of the works proposed by the Com-
missioner under this item would not
bring in increased revenne. Forinstance,
the Commissioner asked for £20,000 for
additional office accommodation for the
railway officers.  While it would be desip-
able to give udditional accommodation
for the railway officers, it was a work
that could be very well left over until
there was greater prosperity in the State.
On the other hand, the duplication to
Spencer's Brook was a faircharge againg
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capifal account, as was also the expendi-
ture on the Fremantle station. The
original authority for the Fremuntle
station was £80,000. The amount spent
to the end of the last financial year was
only £39,000, and probably £20,000 had
been spent during the current financial
vear. It wag necessary to providein these
Estimates this vear for about £40,000, the
expenditure for the year on this work.
On the score of economy the Goverument
had kept the account down considerably,
very much more than in previous years.
Not having looked up the figures, how-
evar, he could not make that statement
absolutely, but if members looked at the
big increase in capital nccount during the
pust vears, they wonld see how it had
grown. It was proposed that the expen-
diture should be much less this jeur.
With the exception of the duplication to
Spencer’s Brook, there was very little
capital espenditure of a large nature to
which objection could be taken.

Mr. STONE drew attention to the
condition of the Northampton Railway.
That line had heen laid 30 years ago,
with 35lb. ruils. Now it was not ina
safe condition, and would not stand heavy
stock running over it. He understood
that 451L. rails were to be taken up on
other railways to be replaced with 601b.
rails, and that the rails taken up were to
be sent to the Northampten line; but
the Government should at the earliest
opportunity have the Northampton line
regraded. He noticed the Comwmissioner
of Rallways had asked for £20,000 Lo do
this work.

Ter MINISTER FOR MINES was
pleased thut the progress of Lhe North-
ampton district within recent years war-
ratted increased expenditure. As we
had to provide for the relaying of the
line between Nurrogin and Beverley the
other work would follow as a natural
consequence. Although there might be
some difficulty in connection with the
traffic on the Northampton line the
people must not forgat that they had the
advantage of a railway. We ‘recotrmsed
the necessit_v for improving the line, but
it would be wiser to let the matter remain
in abevance for some time to enable rail-
way facilities to be given {o new dis.
tricts. As soon as we could make the
finances fit the bill the work would be
carried out.

[30 Noveuper, 1906.]
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putting very heavy rails in this line.
The work wounld receive vonsideration,
althongh it could not be done at the pre-
sent time.

Mr. T. L. BROWN (Geraldton) was
glad the Government had this work in
view. At present there were four traing
weekly on this line, buta dailv service
would bea greut convenience. Regrading
was a matter which be koped the depart.
ment would not lose sight of, and the re-
grading shonld be carried ount at the
same time as the relaying. Some
straightening also was required which
would shorten the distance. The daily
service would facilitate matters in view of
the coming harvest.

Tee MINTSTER: The guestion of
service depended on thetraffic. 1f traffic
wag there the department would give the
gervice to the people, but if the traflic
was not there we wmust practise every
economy. Members would agree that
where trafic did not warrant a service we
should not run trains unnecessarily.

Me. JOHNSON: This was one of the
items about which members had com-
plained year after year that thev did not
get sufficient details of the different works
proposed to he carried out with the
money. It was a vote almost identical
with the vote for the development of
mining and the development of agricul-
ture. We passed # lump sum and left it
to the discretion of the Blinister a2s to
what work ghould be earried out with the
money. In the Works Department if
£20 had to be spent on a bridge, Parlia-
ment had to pass that amount, but in
connection with the railways the depart-
ment could spend £50,000 or £60,000 on
a work and Parliament had ne say. Of
course Parliament had to vote the zum,
but the detuils of the works to be carried
out were not given. It was inadvisable
that such a state of affairs should con-
tinue. The Minister could not guarantee
that work would not be carried on from
this vote that should be carried out from
revenue. The principle was absolutels
wreng for the manager of a large revenue,
earning department to bave control of
loan funds. At the end of the finaneial
vear there was a readjustment of funds
and according to the state of the Gnances
it was decided whether certain works
should be carried out from lean moneys
or out of revenue. This state of affairs
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applied to all Governments, still it was
absolutely wrong. Suppose the railways
were run for one year at a huge profit,
the manager of the railways inunediately
turned round and said that if he showed
a profit there would be an agitation for a
reduction of freights and fares, therefore
it was inadvisable to show a profit ; and
in order to adjust that stute of affairs the
depurtment charged up works that should
be carried out frow loan to revenue. If
the picture was the other way, the work
was charged to loan to increase the profits.
It was time the G(overnment put
down this sort of thing. The Govern-
ment he had the honour to be con-
nected with did intend to ftauke this
watter in hand, althongh not to take the
whole of the loun expenditure from the
Commissioner of Railways, but to give
the Minister for Works or the Engineer-
in-Chief the right to criticise a work and
to say whether it should be done
out of loan or revenue, We had had
in this ecuntry station buildings which
were not insured, burned down and re-
erected out of loan money. He referred
to the goods shed at Southern Cross.
The building was constructed by the
Works Department out of the vote in
connection with the construction of the
Southern Cross-Coolgardie railway, and
tbe Dbuilding being burned down was
reconstructed out of loan funds. That
was absolutely wrong, Take the illus-
tratton of the Rupbury station; was
it for the manager of a revenue earn-
ing concern to sav what portion of
the Bunbury station should be charged
to revenue aud what portion to loan?
The Commissioner submitted the matter
to the Minister, who wus a man of re-
markable ability, especially at slinging
off through the telephoune; but with all
respect it might be said that the Minister
could not discriminate whether a work
should be charged to lean or to revenne,
or partly, and to what extent, toeach of
them. Therefore the departmenial pro-
posals should be criticised hy someone
possessing the pecessary techuical know-
ledge, but outside the department. The
Anditor General complained about the
state of affairs year after year,

Tue MinisTER For RAILWAYS:
report this year was very favourable,

Mz. Batr: We had not yet received
the Auditor General’s report.

The
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Mz. JOHNSON: The last report did
give evidence of an improvement, but
that improvement was due to the offorts
of the Auditor General, whose life at
times was not safe. That gentleman
ought not to kecompelled to take extreme
action for the protection of the State.
What concerned us most was to geta
little more control over the expenditure.
The Commissioner had stated that cer-
tain expenditure was to take place in
convection wtth the Beaufort Street
bridge and the Melbourne Road bridge,
for which two works the enormous sum
of £66,000 was set dowu. The Mel-
bourne Roud bridge had been cut out,
but what would the Beaufort Street
bridge cost ?

Tae MinisTer said he would explain
later.

Mr. JOHNSON: Very well The
construction of a railway staiion at
Fenian Crossing had been commenced
by the Commissioner before we were
supplied with any details, and so the vote
was anticipated. There was considerable
dissatisfaction among a section of the
residents unbout Fenian crossing, who
contended that too much consideration
had been given to oue side.

Tre MinisTER FOR Ratnwavs: The
work had only just been started, and
nothing waterial had vet been done.

Mz. JOHNSON: The hon. gentleman
was wrong; a considerable amount of
work had been done, and the substruc-
ture was practically completed. These
votes should not be anticipated, especially
when there was a possibility of Parlia-
ment's disagreeing with the Minister’s or
the Commissioner’s decision.

Mzr. BATH: The Minister was now
asking for farther details on this item,
bat the Auditor General had been asking
for similar information for years past.
The Commissioner of Railways seemed to
desire to do what he plexsed with the
money of the State. The vital poiot,
however, was that these works did not
increase the revenue-earning capacity of
the railways.

Tae Minister: These votes inecrease
the capital value of the railways, although
possibly notl their earning capacity.

Mg. BATH: The capital valoe was
was not increaged to the extent of the
vote,
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station were built here in Perth, the
capita] value of the railway system would
be increased.

Mr. BATH : If it were a new station
altogether, ves; but if it were only a
recoustruction of the old one, then the
capital value was incrensed to the extent
of the ditference hetween the value of the
old building and the value of the new
one, and wpo more. Some scientific
bagis should b arrived at, under
which a percentage of profits might
be set aside for the purpose of
additions und improvements, so that in
good years provision might be made for
the inevitable bad yewrs. A striking
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feature of the Hailway report was the .

great decline in profits relatively to cost
of construction, 2nd we could not even be
sure that the percentage stated showed the
true position of affuirs; because, accord-

ing to the Auditor Gueneral, works that

ought to have been constructed out of
revenue, and which should therefore
kave diminshed profits, had been charged
to capital account, @ false idea of the
position thus being given. He urged
that the Coloniul Secretary should have
the Anditor General’s report laid ou the
table before these Estimates were dealt
with,

Tee MINISTER: That wus an
impossibility. The railway report was
made up to the 30th Jume, and iv was not
printed for three months afterwards;
therefore it was not feasible that the
Auditor General should prepare his re-
port within the time which the hon,
member sought to fix.

M=r. Bare: The Audit Act did not
contemplate such long deluys in the fur-
nishing of reports by the Auditor General.

Tue MINISTER : The hon. wember
knew very well that if there were any-

Railways. 3305
to the fact that we were increasing the
Loan expenditure and thereby increasing
the interest and sinking fund without
uny appreciable increuse in the eurnings
of the railway,

Mr. HoLmax : What contracts would
be undertaken and what works were not
completed ?

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES
hoped the hon. wemher did not. wish him
to go through the full details. [Mr.
HoLman: Nol  The principal works
authorised and in hand were the new
station at Fremantle and the duplication
up towards Woorvloo. There was an
authority of £1,312 for the loco. shoaps
ut Midlund Junction. That was not put
in hand yet, and he did not suppose
the money would be spent until next
vear. The other amounts were merely
sinall works. The maember for Guildford
must tuke his share of the responsibility
for the station at Fremantle, the expendi-
ture for which was the biggest we had to
provide for. The amount on the Hsti-
mates this year for works generally
which would be under the control of the
Minister to give authorvity was £8,000.
It would be for small jobs which we
could not foresee. It was idle to say the
Ministry should not have power and
some discrimination in the expenditure
of this Loan money. It would be very
unwise if we were bLound down too
closely in regard to how these wmoueys
should be spent.

Mg. Bate : The Commisgioner ?

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES: The
hon. wember (Mr. Johnson) himself gave

. the Cowmmissioner power to engage in

thing of a serious nature to report, the
Auditor General would report immediately

to Parliament.

Mr. BATH: As matters were now,
the Auditor Geveral's Depurtment was
not as useful as it should be. If the
report were not available until after the
money had been voted, when it was too
late too retrieve our position, then the
Auditor General’s Department afforded
Parliawnent no protection whatever. In
regard to this vote the decrease in the
profits on our railways was lurgely due

certain works of a similar natare, recog-
nising how essential it wus, and that the
Minister himself could not be conversant
with all these small details. .,

Me. Jouwson: Up to £200.

Tre MINISTER FORE MINES ap-
proved of it. In regard to larger matters
the Commissioner was responsible to the
Government and the Government to
Parliament.  Duplication would want
£7.600 more than the present authorities.
The present authorities given before his
time in regard to that duplication were
£22,658 and since then there was an
uuthority for £19,618. Then there was
fencing which wounld be a general item
throughout the railways of the State,
£5,000. Telegraphs end telephones,
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£2,000, Additionul water columbs
would take a thonsand pounds, and
the vote on the Beaufort Street bridge

would be £16,000. That amount
would pot suffice he wus afraid.
It would come to about £18,000

or £18,500. The department asked for
a much lurger sum for the purpose of
making considerableimprovements. How-
ever, cost had to be kept down to within
reasonable himits of the original amount,
£16,000. With » view to giving greater
facilities he would not mind recommend-
ing work which would cost, perhaps,
£18,000, but he did net think there
should be a larger sum than that any-
how. (Interjection by Mr. Johnson.)
In regard to the Melbourne Road bridge
there were three plans, and that wus a
very awkward place to put a bridge
across. Land would have to be resumed
on one side of the road or the other. The
work would cost from £40,000 to £50,000.
We could not find the money and they
would have to do without the convenience
of & bridge there for some time. He was
sorry, because he lmew the difficulties
which lay in the way of the general public
in counection with the crossing, but when
it came to a question of spending £50,000
they would have (o wail for some time,
or some better arrangement would have
to be suggested, to gel over the difficulties.
We had got over the difficulties to some
extent by giving increased platforms for
ballasting. There were sidings on the
other side, and we relieved a good deal of
the congestion of the traffic in connection
with the cartuge of the bullasting and
soch matters as that on the other side of
the line? However, no provision was
made this year for a bridge crossinyg
Melbourne Road. The improvements to
the Clarsmont slation were a matter in
relation to which the Government took
authority for the construction without
Parliament having been asked. Things
of this sort would continually crop up.
He was asked to give accommodation
upon the Agricultural Society’'s grounds
but could not see his way to do that. Ti

meant having two stations within a couple |

of hundred yards of each other; and he

thought, morenver, there was some chance |

of getting better control of the traffic if

people had to walk a couple of hundred
yards from the station to the gates. There -

bad been great danger in handling the
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traffic, so the Government gave the
authority for the expenditure, and he
thought members would approve of the
action taken. In connection with Fenian
Crossing there was £1,000. Tt might
cost u little more; if so it would
have to be paid out of revenue. We
were providing £5,000 for general work.
There might be some instances where a
diffienlty arose in determining what pro-
portion should be charged to revenue
and what to capital when we were making
improvements in an existing yard. He
did not know anything about the goods
shed burnt down at Southern Cross, re-
ferred to by the member for Guildford,
but he knew of one place which was burut
down, namely, Bunbury station. Ancther
building was then werected at a
cost of &£3,500, of which £2,000
was charged to revenue and £1.500
to loan. The Minister conld not be
conversunt with all works suggested.
The Commissioner would ask for auth.-
ority to spend £200 or £300 for
some place the Minister had not heard of
before, wml he willingly trusted the
Commissioner in regard to his recommen-
dations when he wanted iinprovements in
those places. If the Commissioner sug-
gested that w cattle vard should be put
np at sowme place, 1t was not for the
Minister to investigate. When import.
ant works were suggested which would
cost the conntry “a considerable sum of
money it was the duty of the Minister to
muke himself thoroughly conversant with
every phase of the question and to take
the responsibility for the whole of that
expenditure. If the Comumissioner re-
commended him to spend large sums of
money and the Minister willingly gave
way to a recommendation which he coultd
not justify before the House, the respon-
sibility lay wpon bimself, and he hoped
that in future when we were dealing with
any guestion of this sort in regard to any
expenditure, especially works of any
moment, the responsibility would always
be upon the Minister and naot in any way
upon the Commissioner. We might
blame the Commissioner perhaps for
having made the recommendation, but the
Minister himself shouid take the respou-
sibility, whether he acted rightly or
wrongly io the matter. Even as re-
garded the Public Works Department. a
huge sum was placed in the hands of the
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Minister.
votes large sums had always heen placed
under the control of the Minister. When
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the member for Guildford was in charge

of the Public Works Department Parlia-

nment very willingly voted a large sum, .

which wag distributed upon the basis
approved of by the Minister himself.
The same thing applied in connection
with the Mines Department. We must
allow the expenditure of these moneys Lo
bhe left to the Government of the day,
because we never could tell when some
special and urgent requirement might
arise. Of cvurse we could go too far in
regard to these matters, but speaking

generally it was well to put the respon- ;

sibility ‘ou the Minister; und if Parlia-
ment fonnd that he was extravagant or
wasted the money placed in his hands he
ought to be impeached verv quickly.

Ttem— Bridgetown towards Wilgarup,
£1,000:

Mr. BATH: On a point of order,
supposing we passed this sum for a rail-
way from Bridgetown towards Wilgarup

and when the Railwuy Bill was bronght |

before us the proposal was rejected, in
what position should we he, having
passed this money on the Estimates? It
seemed an absurd position, and one to
which the House should not be com-
mitted.

Tre CHAIRMAN: The money could
not be espended and would not be
expended.

Tae PREMIER took it that to carry
out what the Leader of the Opposition
desired would mean that we should have
to bring down a -Bill for every one of
the railways included in the loan schedule.

|
|
3

Mr. Barm: Yes; that had ulways -

beeo done.

Tee PREMIER understood that a
different practice had been followed., Tt
woukd be noticed that the provision made
here was all for preliminary work, such as
surveys, drawing plans, and specifications.
He was certainly under the impression
that befare any of these railways could
be undertaken and tenders actually called
separate authorisation roust be given by
the House by a Bill brought down seek-
ing authority for that specific work.

Mer. BATH : The practice now adopted
wias never adopted previously. Formerly

Railway Bills were always passed long |

Railways. 3307

In relation to roads board ' before Estimates for the expenditure of
, stated sums were submitted.

Certainly
Loan Estimates had provided for surveys
generally ; but this seemed an attempt,
by allocating the vote for surveys to
specified lives, to authorise the expendi-
ture without passing railway Bills.

Mr, JOHNBON: This was un-
doubtedly o new Jeparture, und we were
pledging ourselves to these railways.
This item pledged us to the Wilgarup
railway.  Parliament might vot approve
of the route; und if we passed the item,
the public would then be misted. Settlers
might assume financial obligutions in
expectation of the railway,

Tee Premier: Would not the pass-
ing of the Loan Bill be equally mislead-
ing?

Mer. JOHNSON: No. Al knew that
the Bili authorised pothing but raising a
loan. It was bad enough to ask mem-
bers to pass the Railway Bills withount
passing this long hist of milways. The
whole vote should be combined under
“ Railways Generally,” leaving for future
cousideration the decision as to specific
lines.

Tae PREMIER would submit to the
Chairman’s ruling. The Government
had mude po attempt to induce members
to pledge themselves to the railways
mentioned. The amounts, in the Esti-

! mates were supplied by the Works De-

partment ; and if the Committee wished
to rednce the amounis, the Government
would consider amendwents. The only
substantial items in this vote were those
for which Bills were to be brought down
—the Coolgardie-Norseman, the Green-
hills - Quairiding, and the Hopetoun-
Ravensthorpe railwayz. The other items
were for sums from £1,000 to £3,000, to
complete surveys and prepare plans and
specifications.  As a rule a survey cost
£23 to £30 per mile, and the engiuecers
considered it advisable to make provision
for these prelimivaries.

Mu. BATH : The amount of this item
was small ; but on page 9 we found it was
for incidental and preliminary expenses.
To bring down Toan kEstimates without
Railway Bills was contrary to practice,
and placed the Cownmittee in a false
position. This vote, with the Appropria-
tion Bill, would pructically authorise the
expenditure ; and subsequently, if the
Railway Bills were defeated, we should
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have voted money for works of which the
House disapproved.

THE PrEmIER : The same if we passed
u vote for snrveys generally,

Mg. BATH : That would not commit
us to any proposals; but passing an
amount for a specified railway practically
committed the House to its construction.
A geuveral vote would not indicate to the
public that the House approved of con-
structing specific railways.

Tre PremiEr: Would not the passing
of the Loun Bill without amendment
encourage the public belief more than
passiug this swall item of £1,0007

Me. BATH: Not if the Treasurer
spoke truly last night, when he said that
without the Estiinates the Loan Bill did
not commit the country to the railways.

On that assurance the Toan Bill was
allowed to pass.
Mr. HOLMAN: The Premier's

explanation was hardly satisfactory—that
the only large amonnts on the Estimates
ware for railways to be commenced this
vear. Some six railways were projected
for this year, not imcluding the Narrogin-
Wickepin line, for which £4,000 was
nevertheless provided in this vote, though
for the Black Range-Mount Magnet line
only £2,000 was provided. Passing
these Estimates practivally pledged the
House to construct the railways. Pro-
gress should be reported Kll after the
second reading specches on the railway
Bills. This vote authorised the Govern-
went to spend the money on surveys and
other preliminaries. A vote for survers
generally would not induce people to
settle ulong specific routes. These items
mentinned the terminal points, and if
passed the people would be justified in
regardmg the railways as certainties.
Mr. JOHNSON: The mewber for
Greenvugh (Mr. Stone) should note that
cvery rallway mentioned in the Loan
Bill was mentioned in the Loan Estimates
except the Upper Chapman line. A
large sum was proposed to be expended
on lines for which Bills were not
to be introducsd this session. If we
passed estimates for railways, and
the Bills for those railways were not
introduced this session, we eneouraged
people to gu into the districts that would
be served by the propesed railways to
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out any mention of the particular rail-
ways and lump the sums under one head-
ing of “Surveys, New Lines.” We
would arrive at the sane result without
pledging ourselves to any particular dis-
trict for which a railway was suggested.

Tue TREASURER: The hon. member
was suggesfing an unusual course. Iu
the Loan Estimates of previous years
vothing of the kind snggested hy the
hon. member was done. The item,
* Burveys, New Lines” was for the cost
of surveying. We would not charge to
that item the incidental preliminary
expenses of any railway construction.
Members should realise that all these
railways proposed were part of the Gov-
ernment policy. For those it was inten-
ded tu construct immediately, measures
would be introduced this session to get
the necessary authority. For the others
it was necessary to get authority to spend
the small amounts put opposite the
different items to cover preliminary
expenses.

Mr. Jounson: But in doing so we
pledged ourselves absolutely to the lines.

The TREASURER: No. Take the
Upper Chapman Railway.

Mr. JornsoN : That was shelved.

Tae TREASURER: Notatall. When
a line was surveyed, the survevors’ field
books come into the department, the
whole thing was plotted, plans and speci-
fications were made, and then & correct
estimate might be arrived at upon which
the department would be in a position to
call tenders imwediately Parbament
authorised the construction of the line
Surely the hon. member did not wish to
stop that being done, and to hang every-
thing up. Tt wuas necessary to have
these items passed for all these lines so
that the preliminary work could bhe
carried out, and so that everything would
be ready, as soon as Parliament gave the ’
authorisation to construct the lines, to
proceed with the work. With regard to
the Upper Chapinan Railway, the member
for Guildford was evidently trying to
“pull the leg” of the member for
Greenough, and trring to aronse in that
hon. member a feelimg of resentment
towards the Government. The hon.
member, apparently, fatled to do so. On
page 12 of the Loan Estimates it would

spend money there which might not e | be found that there was an unexpended
justified. The Govermment should strike | balance of loan appropriations at the end
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of the last financial vear for the Upper
Chapman railway of £16,101. The neces-
sarv smn for the preliminary work oo that
radlwiy had heen sunctioned, hut no por-
tion of it could be spent during the
current financial vear, because, as was
explained by the Premier the other
evening, there were different routes and
different starting points suggested for
that railway, and 1t was impossible to
vome to any conelusion until the matter
was scttled,

Mr. T. L. Browx:
egually to other lines”

Tur TREASURER: In the cuse of
other lines; the starting points were
decided on. In regard to the amounts
for the railways in these Bstimates, the
money wis necessary aud inust he charged
up to the different railways as thev
appeared on the Estimates. The con-
struction of the lines, however, could not
be proceeded with until Bills were passed
by Parliament.

Mr. BATH : It was the Treasurer whe
was taking a mnew course on these
Estimates. In previous vears, since he
{Mr. Bath) had heen 1n Parliament,
Railway Bills had glways been intro-
duced before the Loan Estimutes were
submitied to Parliament; with the result
that when ence the authority of Parlia-
ment was given for the construction of a
ratl way, there was no difficulty in regard
to the Loan Estimuates, because if a work
was anthorised by Parliament’s carrying
the necessary Bill, we were juslified in
authorising the money to carry on the
construction. That was the logicul
wethed of doing Dnsiness, which had
always been adopted since he (Mr. Bath}
had been in Parliament; buf now we
were asked to carry these Estimates and
authorise the expenditure of the money
before the Bills were submitted. The
Bills authorising the construction of the
Collie-Nurrogin Railway and the Gerald-
ton-Murchison Railway were carried
lonz before the Loan Estimates were sub-
mittrd to Parliament. The course now
adopted by the Government seemed to he
an insidions method, by the mention of
the lines in placing the sum on the
Estimates, to commit the House tu the
approval of railways hefore the Bills
were before us and before any informa-
tion was supplied as to the different
proposals. Thut course was opposed to

IMd pot thut apply
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all precedent in thr House, and the
Treasurer should not insist on its adep-
tion. These sums we were asked to vote
were not for survevs only. Tt wasshown
on page 9, that the £1,000 10 be spent
on the Bridgetown towards Wilzarup line
wus for incidental and preliminary ex-
and that the £5,000 for the
Busselton-Lower Blackwood project was
to be spent in preliminary expenses and
the commencement of construction works.
Tt was nol fair to ask us to pass this sum
of mooey when we did not have the Rail-
way Bills hefore us, or when Purliament
had not approved of the railways.  Par-
liameat might not be preparedto approve
of them until there was reasonable
information in connection with them.
Me. HOLMAN: Passing these esti-
mates would commit ws to construct the
lines. In fuct the statement of unticipated
progress in the works accompanying the
Estimates showed that in nearly every
item fair progress was to be made, which
showed that the passing of these items
would authorise the Government to pro-
ceed with the construction of these railways,
to which course he was entirely opposed,

. unless Parliament first had the opportu-

pity of dealing with the different Bills
for the railways under this heading.

. It was a rew departure that was pro-

posed. In past years. when it was
anticiputed that new railways wight be

i built, provision was made for the neces-

sary expenditure under the items of
“ Agricultural and Other Railways,” or
“Burveys, New Lines,” as was done last
vear. Theamounts apposite the different
railwavs proposed to be built should be
struck out and lumped together, probably
under the ilem of * Survevs, New Lines,”
and then if there was no neressity to go
on with the construction of the railways
the Government weed wnot expend the

. money.

M=z. Burcmer: If we passed these
Estimates the Government could only
proceed with expenditure so far as these
itewns autherised.

Mr. HOLMAN: In some cases we
were asked to authorise £60.000, and
£30,000. avd £10.000. We should bave
the opportunity of dealing with the rail-
ways first. and then we could pass these
Estimates afterwards.

Mr. T. L. BROWN: It did not appear
clear from the esplanations given by the
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Treusurer and the Premier, that beeause
there were rival routes the Upper Chap-
man Railway should be shelved. No
railway hud yet been advoeated, bug
there were rival routes suggested. Those
interested in the country served by the
line endeavoured to get the greatest
advantage from the railway it was
possible to get, and consequently rival
rontes came in; bhut that did not finish
the matter; departmental officers were
in a position to see which was the wost
beneficial route, and acquainted the
Minister or the department accordingly.
Why should not the survey be taken in
hand, or why should the matter be
shelved ? Last vear there was a sum of
money voted for the Chapman Railway,
but we found that this railway was now
dropped. There was appearing a sun of
£201 which bad already been expended.

Tar ‘TREASURER: The member
wus confusing the Loun Estimates with
the summury of loan avthorisation and
unexpended balances and reappropria-
tions. The item £201 was to be
reappropriated from another item, the
Geraldton-Murchison railway. From the
total authorisation of the Geraldion-
Murchison railway theve was a balance
of £201 not expended which was not
required, and it was proposed to expend
this on the Upper Chapman railway.

Me. JouxsoN : Was the item shelved
or omitted ?

Tae TREASURER: No. He re-
sented the word “shelved.” The mem-
ber had made the most of that term. He
bad better not mention it again or the
people  might connect him with the
telegram. There was no question of
shelving. The term had never been used
in connection with the Estimates. The
explanation he gave before was that the
Government could not expend any money
on this line for the next six months,
therefore it did not appear on the details
of proposed expenditure for this vear ; but
4s it was proposed to expend money in
connection with a live in that district the
next year, if Purliament gave the neces-
sary authority and passed a Bill, the
Governipent. had provided in the Loan
Bill for the necessary amount.

Mr. T. L. BROWN : The Treasurer
wight give an assurance that at the end
of the present financial year, providing
the House passed the authorisation, the
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' Government would be prepared to provide
fur this railway.

Thne PREMIER: In regard to the
propusal to give railway facilities to the
Upper Chapman, there had been o great
deal of coutroversy as to the route, and
as we were not able to name the starting
point of the railway it wuas comsidered
advisable not to definitely mention it
Foar different, rontes had been proposed
in connection with this line,

Me. T. I. Brown~: By whom?

Tue PREMIER: By a departmental
officer, Mr. lnspector Thomson of the
Lands Department, who had u very good
knowledge of the country to be served.
He said in his report:—

[ have shown on accompanying sketch or
. litho. four different rontes that might be taken
from Geraldton to Narralying, a point at the
head of the Chapman river. These routes,
each one of which would serve a number of
settlers, would open out new country. at the
terminus of the propesed line and to the north
and north-west of it No 1 route starts, from
Cakagee on the Geraldton-Northampton line,
abont 14 miles from Geraldton, and goes in a
north-easterly direction for asbout 19 miles.
This route would serve the settlers around
Nabawee (Jupps), Nanatana whare there is a
school, and farmers with sipall holdings, and
also the tarmers on the Mt. Erin Estate, as it
would go through the north-west corner of it,
and would ke about 11 miles to its farthest
point. The lengthy and Na. 1 route would be
about 19 miles. No. 2 route would start from
White Peak on the Geraldton-Northampton
railway at a distance of nine miles from
Geraldton, and would reach the Chapman
Vulley in about six miles, and would then
traverse that river to Narralying. No, 3 roote
if practicable, and there are low gaps in the
flat-topped ranges between the Northampton
line and the « hapman Valley, would in my
opinion be the best, and wounld do the greatest
good to the greatest number.

Mz. T. L. Brown: What is the start-
ing point of No. 37 No starting point
wus given,

Tee PREMIER: No. 3 started
apparently just beyond the Chapman
stution, about three miles from Gerald-
ton. No. 4 roule also left the main line
to Geraldton instead of Northampton,
and went in an casterly direction and
went up North. It was the longest
route. Until an absolute survey had
Leea wade of that ciuntry it was difficult
to define the route to be taken. Asto
what the Leader of the Opposition had
said, last year the Loan Estimates were
passed twe days before the three Railway
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Bills were introduced and passed in the !
House. e were not adopting any new
course. )
Mr. HOLMAN: If the Government
fullowed the same method as that adopted
last year he would be in accord with it,
for last year the three Railway Bills were |
passed two or tbree days after the Loan
Estimates, bnt the item on the Loan
Estimates last year was, * Agricultural
and other Railways.” The railways were -
not mentioned. After what the Treasurer
had said, if we passed this item we
pledged ourselves to the coustruction of -
the railways. The Treasurer said the
terminals had not been decided on, and
therefore we could not alter them.

Tre TREASURER: In all the other
railwuys we had a starting point recom-
meaded, hut in the railway referred to, .
the Upper Chapman line, we bad several
propused starting poiuts, and until the
starting point was settled we could not
put an item down for preliminary ex-
penses.

M=r. HOLMAW : The arguments of the
Treasurer and the Premier were entirely
different. The Treasurer stated that we
would not commit ourselves to the ex-
peaditure until the Railway Bills were
passed, but money could be expended up
to that stated on the Estimates. It
would he unfair to the people in the
disiriet if the Railway Bills were knocked
out after the expenditure had been passed.
The Wagin-Dumbleyuog, the Katanning-
Kojonup, and the Goomalling-Dowerm -
lines were not mentioned in the Loan
Estimates last year.

Tae TREASURER: Last vear we
passed £5,000 for agricultural and other
railways, Now what the member pro- -
posed was ihat we should group all the
items and pass the total amount. Puta
lump sum down for agricultural and °
other railways.

M=. Baru: Those for whichit was not
propused to jntroduce Bills.

Toe TREASURER : Under last year's
vote the Government could spend £5,000
on any railway they liked, and the hon.
wember wished to do the same thiag
this year, to vote a lump sum which
could be spent on any line that had net
been mentioned in the House.

Mz. Jornson ; That was the preferable
course,

"
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Tee TREASURER: It wmight be pre-
ferable to some Governments, but we
desired to let memnbers know what it was
intended to do with the money, and bad
given all the information. Up to the

~amount set down on the Estimates we

were authorised to spend in preliminary
expenses, but vulv oo the different lines
mentioned. If the amounts were grouped
together we could spend themoney on these
lines or any other lines we liked. Tf the

. Committee anthorised the Government

to expend £50,000 on agricultural and
other railways, undoubtedly we could

. spead that suin oo apy railwavs we liked.

It was better to have the items passed
Tbecause members would then know how
far we were poing.

Mz, BATH: When last night be
¢uestioned these items in the Loan Bill,
the Treasurer stated that it did not
matter about the Loan Bill, and that the
‘Estimates alune committed the House.
It was intended to ask the Speaker's
ruling on the point, but he refrained on
receiving that assurunce from the Mivister,
who farther stated that if a sum were
passed oo the Estiwates for a particular
railway the work of construction could
not be undertaken until a special Bill
authorising the construction of that
railway had heen passed.

Tee Treasurer: That was so.

M. BATH: Now we were informed
that if this vole were passed we com-
mitted ourselves Lo the expenditure on
this particular railway, without any in-
formation being given to the House as to
whether the line was to Dbe carried
through, or whether it was warranted.

Mgz. Boreder: A certain amount of
money oust be spent in order to get thut
information.

Mer. BATH had no objection whaterer

- to a geueral vote for the purpose of

obtaining information regarding this and
other proposed railways. That would
not commit Parliament in the same way
as this vote would. The member for
Gascoyne (Dr. Butcher) must have
heard the Treasurer say that this vote
committed us to the railway.

Ture Treasvrer: No. What he bad
said was that the vote authorised the
Government 1o spend the money on that

. railway.

M. Burcner: The vote would pro-

_ cure the nformation on which Parlia-
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ment would decide whether or not to go
on with the railway.

Mr. BATH: The vote went farther
than that. Pages 7 and 8 dealt with
preliminary expenses, and Item 10 was
for “Prelimminary Expenses and Com-
mencement of Congiruction Works”

Me. BurcHer: In some instances.

Mr. BATH: In all instances other
than the railways mentioned hy the
Minister—the first six. 'This was con-
trary to the practice which had hitherto
obtained here. On leoking through
the Voies and Proceedings for several
sessions he had found thal invariably
Bills were introduced and anthorised
before the Committee was asked to vote
the necessary funds on the TLoan Esti-
mates.

Tee MINISTER FOR Ratnways: Last
year the Bills were not, first introduced.

Mr. BATH: In past years sums were
voted for these services without the par-
ticular works being specified, and that
course in no way committed the House;
but when it was a question of voling
money for the initiation of work on a
particular railway, the Bill was always
passed before the work was undertaken.
Now the Committee was asked to vote
a sum for the work before the Bill was
passed or even introduced, and befors an
atom of information was supplied. This
was distinctly wrong, and contrary to the
practice hitherto adopted.

Me. HOLMAN : By passing the iteps
ag set forth the Committee would be
authorising the Government to expend
moneys on railways which could not be
dealt with until next session at the earliest.

Tue TreasTreEr: Plans and specifica-
tions had to be prepared.

Mr. HOLMAN: True, but why could
not that be doue in the same way as in
past vears? Why shounld the terminal
points be specified in each instance?
Last year the present Government placed
on the Loan Estimates an item, *“ Agri-
cultural and other railways, £5,000,” and
the Committee had granted the necessary
anthorisation to expend that sum on such
matters. When a return was presented
showing the progress made to 30th June
on works under construction, there was
against this item (No. 8—Agricultural
and other Railways, £5.000), “Com-
mencement of Construction, Goomalling-
Dowerin,  Katanning-Kojooup, and
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Wagin-Dumblevung  Railways.” That
wag apart altogether from the Estimates,
If the items were pussed in their present
form, the people would be misled into
believing that these particular railways
were thereby wuthorised.

Me. Bovron: Would not the passing
of the items create false values in the
districts concerned P

Mgr. HOLMAN : Of cuurse.

Mg. Barw: The Bills were discussed
last year before the Estimates.

Mg HOLMAN: No.

Ture Treasuvrer: The Bills were only
passzd on the Saturday moerning, the day
of the prorogation.

Mr. Batr: But they were discussed
on the second reading before the Esti-
mates.

Mer. Jouwssun: And when a Bill
passed ils second reading, it was practi-
cally passed.

Mr. HOLMAN : If the items passed,
the lines would be practically autherised
and would liave to ¢go through. And if
in the future—there might be even a
change of Government—it was for auy
reason considered inadvisable to carry
out. the works, people would complain
of having been misled into believing that
certain railways would be consiructed,
by the fact that certain sums had been
voted for purticular railways.

Tur MivisTER FoR Rarnways: This
was the usual procedure.

Mr. HOLMAN had consulied the
Estimates for last year and for several
years, and this had not been the proce-
dure.

Me. JOHNSON: As instancing that
this was not the usual procedure, he
pointed out that in the cases of the
Collie-Narrogin and Jandakot railways,
the two Bills were passed by one Govern-
ment, and the consequent Loan Esti-
mates brought down by another Govern-
ment. One Parliament having passed
the Jandakot line, the succeeding Parlia-
ment was bound to carry it out; and
personally he had been in the unfortu-
nate position of having, ufter opposing
aund voting against the Jandakot railway,
to come down to Parliament with Loan
Estimates and obtain the necessary funds
for that work, to which he was still
opposed.

Tee TzreasvRer: Could not the Act
have been repealed ?
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Mr. JOHNSON : That would be an
extruordinary position for any Minister
to 1ake up.

THE 1'reasurer: It would surely le
preferable to wasting money.

Me. JOHNSON: It would not have
been fair to the people of the district to
repeal the Act when the Government
kaew that certain expenditure bad been
entered upon in the district on the
streugth of the Railway Bill passing.
The Premier at the outset stated that
this item did not pledge us to the con-
struction of this line; but the Treasurer
now stated this was part of the Govern-
ment policy, and that the vote was for
the preliminary expenditure in connec.
tion with the construction of the line.
Consequently, one was at a luss to know
whether by passing the items the Com.
mittee was or was not pledging itself to
the particular railway; but he was in-
clined to beliese that the Government
had included these lines hecause they had
promised them--and they promised them
before they had obtained information
concerning them. Take the case of the
Bridgetown-Wilgarup Railway, in regard
to which there was no information. The
Government sald the money was required
to obtain information and start construe-
tion, and also for preliminary work. 1f
the money were voted it would pledge the
Committee to that particular line. But
supposing theCommittee voted a lumpsum
for surveys generally, the Government
could make the survey and obtain infor-
mation ; public opinion, however, would
still be able to infuence the Government
against what might perhaps be an un-
suitable route. If, however, the wrong
course proposed in these Estimates were
taken, public opinion would not have the
same effect, for the Government might
say, " We have not the information, but
we obtained parliamentary authority to
construct the line before getiing any in-
formation.” That was not a fair pro-
position. If, however, as the Treasurer
stated, this was a matier of policy, dis-
cussion was useless, for if the Govern-
ment put its fout down and said “ This is
a question of policy; the fate of the
Government is at stake,” a vote might as
well be taken at once.  He wasnotina
position to say whether the Government
were right or wrong in deciding to buoild
these lines; but it was unfair to ask
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Parliament to pledge itseff to auy line
Lefore information was given. If the

' rounte were not specified, and the people

of Bridgetown thought a lioe in another
direction would be preferable, they might
be able to influence the Gavernment, who
would then not be pledged to any par-
ticular line. This was a departure from
the uswval procedure, and the Govern-

! ment shonld agree te lump the £20,000

under discussion, so thal the people
wight have an opportunily of saying
where these lines should go. Ministers
stated they would bring down Bills for
railways regarding which they had the
required information; but what about
the Pinjarrah-Marrenup Railway ? This
line had been surveyed for years, and
thus proved the coatention that the
survey of a railway under the pro-
cedure formerly adopted did not pledge
Parliament to the construction of the
line

Tee Premier: The Pinjarrah-Marra-
dong Railway had been surveyed; not
the Pinjarrah-Marrenup line.

Mg. JOHNSON : This propesed rail-
way followed the same route.

Tar PrEmier: It did not;
the difference.

M=z, JOHNSON : Then he had been
misinformed. In this case the Committee
would be ubsolutely pledging itself to the
construction of a railway vot yet sur-
veyed and upon which no information
lhad been obtained. That was a wrong
procedure, and the Government should
now report progress in order to rectify it.

Tre CHAIRMAN: The House had
already in the Loan Bill specified these
ratlways,

Mge. BATH : Only on the assurance of
the Miuister that it did not matter, and
that the Committee would be bound only
by decisions on the Loan Estimates.
Surely we were not to be taken up on a
point of order such as that, after the
Minister's statement.

Taeg CHAIRMAN: This was not a
point of order, but a pomnt of pracedure
which was entirely in the control of the
Cowmmittee.

Tae TREASURER emphasised the
opinivn expressed at the previous sitting
ihat the Loan Bill merelv authorised the
raising of the money, and did not
authorise expenditure.

that was
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Mr. Bare: That was the assurance
given lust night, but the Chairman said it
did. What was the Comuwittee to under-
stand ?

Tee TREASURER understood there
must be an Appropriation Bill before
thers was authority to expend .under
tbess Hstimates. TLast year the Loazn
Estimates were passed before the Railway
Bills were passed.

Mr. Batn: We had all the informa-
tion.

Tee TREASURER: We had in-
troduced the Loan Estimates exactly as
we did last vear. We were perfectly
justified in producing them in this form.
He maintained farther that we were
taking the House more inbo our con-
fidence by specifying the different rail-
ways than we shounld be in lumping them
together.

Me. Barr: What, without any know-
ledge of them ?

Tae TREASURER: Yes; of course
without any knowledge of them yet. We
could not have sll the knowledge in five
minutes, Even if we passed these
Estimates it would not commit mnembers
to passing a Bill for construction.

Me. Jounson: What would the Gov-
erninent do ?  Waate the money ?

Tue TREASURER: Members must
trust the Government somewhere. We
were not going to play the fool with this
money. The Government had no inten-
tion of proceeding with the actual con-
struction of any of these lines until ther
had the proper authority by the passing
of a Bill. The member for Guildford
bad misunderstood him. We wanted to
make surveys and bave plans and speci-
fications. We wished preliminary work
to Le put in hand unti] the Ruilway Bills
were passed either this or next session,
but the aectual construction of any of
these lines would not be undertaken
without anthority.

Ttemn — Busselton - Trower Blackwood,
£5,000:

Mr, BATH: The Treasurer had just
stated that he had no intention of pro-
ceeding with the work before a Bill was
submitted, but we found here that it
said, * Preliminary expenses and com-
mencement, of construction works, during
the year ending 30tb June, 1907.”

[ASSEMBLY.]

Railways.

Tae Treasurer: That wis provided
the Bill passed.

Mr. BATH: Were the Government
goiug to introduce a Bill ?

Tue TrEasurer hoped so.

Me. BATH thought there were to be
only six.

Tue Treasurer: Oh, no.

Mer. JORANSON: Were we given
clearly 1o understand by the Government
that they would not start the coustrue-
tion of any of these lines until a Bill was
passed ?

Tee PREMIER was prepared to give
the Committee that ussurance. The
words * Preliminary expenses and com-
mencement of construction works™ ap-
appeared in some cases, but we vould not
take any action in regard to construction
works until a Bill was passed. In addi-
tion to survey there wus certaiv expense
incurred. TFor instance trial holes were
generally put down when there was any
cutting,. Wlhen one wus going over a
river soundings were generally taken to
form some idea of the length of piles and
that sort of thing. Thut work was pro-
vided for in addition lo the cost of
survey. He was prepaured to give the
hon, member an assurance that no
actual commencement of any construction
work would be nodertaken until & Bill bad
been approved by the House. With
regard tu the Busselton line, the Treas-
urer pointed out that negotiations were
going on at present in connection with
the purchase of the Wonunerup line. The
Government were prepared to pay
£14,000 for these 22 miles of line, but
the company vwaing it had not come to
terms. If they did not come to terms
the Grovernment intended to introduce a
Bill to provide for the construction of
the line direct from Busselion.

Me. HOLMAN : Had the assurunce
members now had been given before, it
would have saved a considerable amount
of time. He would like an assurance
that members would 1 e given a fair and
ample opportunity of having a full dis-
cussion and full information on the
measures when they came before tle
House.

Ter TreEssurer: We would get on
with them at once, if we got these Esti-
madtes through.
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Mgr. HOLMAN : The Standing Orders
could be suspended, and Bills passed
through all their stages at one sitting.

Tee PREMIER: All the discussion
on these Railway Bills would be on the
second reading.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Harbours and Rivers, £147,392;
recoup, £4,231:

Item—Additions and Twmprovements
to Jelties, Tramways, and Rolling Stock
in the North-West, £5,000:

Me. BATH would like some informa-
tion from the 'Freasurer as to the
revenne derived from these works, and
some idea of the revenue in comparison
with the expenditure involved. From
the figures he (Mr. Bath) quoted the
other night it appeared that outside Fre-
mantle and perhaps Bunbury harbour
works this was ome of the most uore-
munerative types of work on which our
loan moneys could he spent.

Mz. JOHNSBUN : The general ad-
ministration in counection with the
North-West left considerable room for
improvement. He had had sowne ex-
perience of this. He knew the great
difficulty under which aov Minister
laboured in conoection with the coast. A
huge amount of money had been spent up
there, and a considerable portion of it
had been washed out to sea. Jetties had
been practically swept away, and jetties
had been constructed in the wrong places;
and rouds, bridges and other things
had been erected which were vot now in
existence. He thought that was due to
the fact that we had not in the North-
West periodic visits from responsille
officers or Ministers in order that they
could see exactly for themselves what had
been done. At present we trusted to
officers who were not very high up in the
Government service, practically super-
visors, and not highly qualified engineers
who could give the best advice. The
present Treasurer when Minister for
‘Worke intended to visit the North-West
in order to make inquiries, but he was
defeated by reconstruction. He (Mr.
Johnson) had meant to undertake the
same journey, but he also was defeated
hy reconstruction, He trusted no other
Minister would undertake it for a while
until he was practically prepared to ve-
sign from the Government. We wanted
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more attention given 1o the North-West.
He wus not prepared to say we had spunt
too wmuch money there, for in his opinion
the North-West had not received suffi-
cient consideration, but the trouble was
that the consideration it had received had
not been of the wisest character. Conse.
quently we had bad expendilure which
would give no practical result to the
North-West and consequently no ad-
vantage to the State. He hoped the
Goverument would see their way clear
to send a responsible officer there once a
year,

Tae TREASURER agreed that it was
necessary that Ministers controlling im-
portant departments, more especially the
Minister controlling the Works Depart-
ment, should be afforded facilities to
travel to see the works for themselves.
Durivg the short time he was in charge
of that departwent be had intended to
take a trip to Japan and to spend a fort-
night or three weeks in the North-West
of this State. As to the wharves, they
used to be let by tender, but that was not
very satisfactory. The increase brought
about by the change and possibly by
snme increase in the traffic was estimated
to be about £7,000. That included all
wharves except those at Fremantle, which
were under the Harbour Trust, and those
at Geraldlon, Buubury, and Albany,
which were under the Railway Depart-
ment. All wharves except those at the
four places mentioned came under the
Colonial Secretary’'s Department. He
bhad not the details of the work proposed
to be carried out; in fact he did not
think the details had been decided upon
yet. He would, it possible, make a per-
sonal inspection. The Engineer-in-Chief,
who had never visited the North- West,
should have an opportunity of becoming
personally conversant with all works
carried out under his supervision.
Farther details had not been settled, but
would be carefully thought out.

Item—Fremantle Dock and Slip,
£10,000 :

Me. ANGWIN: Had the Government
decided on the class of dock to be pro-
vided ?

Tae TREASURER: No. Full in-
y quiries would be made, and a proposal
t submitted if possible next session,
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Item—Improvements to Harbowrs and
Rivers, £25,000; recoup, £2,722:

Mz. JOHNSON: What improvements
would be effected on the Swan River
between Perth and Guildford? Brick-
makers and others should bave an
opportunity of bringing their products
to Perth in harges. The river was siltiog-
up near the Causeway and Bunbury
bridges, and a bad bar had formed near
the Claisebrook drain. The Minister for
Works had agreed that something should
be done. For the last three years the
silting-up had caused disastrous annual
floods, never previously experienced at
(tuildford, where gardens and orchards
had been swept away. These floods were
not due to excessive rainfall, but to the
silting.

Tae TREASURER had not any
definite information ; but it was intended
to try to deepen the channel in the
shallow portion of the river. The
reclawnation of the foreshore at Perth
would be continued to Lord Street. The
channels in Perth Water would have
to be deepened for the convenience of the
South Perth ferry steamers. The
work of strengthening jetties at
Derby, Port Hedland, and Balla Balla
and Denham would be undertaken,
and some improvements would be
“effected at the Nornalup Inlet, on the
gouth coast, where it was understood a
good harbour could ultimately be con.
structed at moderate cost. Brickmakers
on the Swan had complained that the
river was becoming too shallow for barges,
but there had been difficulty in getting a
dredge up the river to deepen the channel.
The Minister for works would consider
the matter, and do everything possible.

Mgr. BATH: Astherevenue from some
jetties was paid to the Railways, the
expenditure should be debited to that
department. Tast night the Premier said
the railway revenue was swollen by
£16,000 from the Bunbury jetty. This
was bad book-keeping.

Taue TREASURER agreed that if the
Buubury jetty were to be a permanent
part of the railway system the capital
cost and the expenditure should he
charged to the railways. TUltimately
we should probably bave a Buobury
harbour trust ; and meanwhile the Rail-
ways, as they were working the jetty,
congidered thev should have the revenue.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Water Supply, ete.

Vote put and passed.

Vote— Waler Supply and Sewerage,
£166,523 :

Ttem—Qoldfields Water Scheme, £1283:

Me. JOHNSON: Had the Attorney
Greneral yet convinced the Government
that water rates on business places in
Hannans Streei, Kalgoorlie, should be
pooled, aud that the sinking fand should
not be charged to the revenue of “the
scheme ?

Tee ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
only sinking fund the Government looked
for from the consumers was thut on
capital cost of local reticulation. To
paying this the goldfields people had
never objected. Their objection was to
paying water rates caleulated to return
sinking fund on the gross capital. Mean-
while the accounts must show the amount
provided for sinking fund from con-
solidated revenue. As to allowing mer-
chants paying heavy rates for business
places to set off water not used therein
against that used in their private resi-
dences, he had not yet sncceeded in con-
vincing the Minister for Works that the
alteration was wise. The department
still held the illogical dogma that the
practice wust be continued becaunse it
existed in the past.

Mr. ANGWIN: Was it fair 1hat the
general public should pay the sinking
fund on the cost of the main pipe-line?

THE ATroRNEY GENERAL: Undoubt-
edly.

Mr. ANGWIN: Would other works
throughout the State be expected to
provide sinking funds? The Fremantle
Water Scheme provided its own sinking
fund.

Mr. BATH: If the Attorney Geaeral’s
argument were sound, the people of
Fremantle should provide the sinking
fund for the Fremantle Harlour Works.
It was difficult to differentiate hetween
the indirect benefit derived by the State,
and the direct benefit derived hy people
in particular districts. If we had to
engage a staff of acconntants to do so we
would incur a huge expenditwre. Pay-
ment for a public service was in no sense
tazation. 1f we sold our raiiways the
company that purchased them would
expect the people to pay for the services
provided. There was too much tendency
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to confuse pavment for services rendered,
such as the supply of water, ur electricity,
or railway conveniences, with what was
taxation pure and simple. He did not
wish to see the goldfields differentiated
and made to do this for the water service
while others went scot free; but there
was need in connpection with what were
purely services that the people directly
benefiting by them should, at least, pay a
fair price and something that would pay
interest and sinking fund, because the
service rendered was infinitely cheaper
than it would be if private enterprise
were running the samne uodertaking. TIf
we did not arrive at a sounder basis for
our charges for services we would run
against disaster in the future.

Mr. JOHNSON: Now we knew that
the Guvernment would not charge sink.
ing fund against the Coolgardic Water
Scheme. he would like an assurance from
the Blinister that the price for water
would be reduced for Guildford and
Midland Junction., He, when Minister,
initinted the Guildford scheme, and in-
tended to run it to pay interest and
sinking fund. That was the sound way
of admiaistering such o public service,
and any Government that did not
work a scheme in that way was not
doing justice to the State, but the policy
of the present Government was that
Kalgoorlie, and those particular districts,
should not pay sinking fund on the Cool-
¢ardie Water Scheme, while at Northam,
Guildford, and towards the const, sinking
fund on the scheme was charged. In
basing the price for Guildford and
district a certain percentage of the cost
of construction of the weir was charged
up, and the cost of reticulation was
taken, and the two were lumped and the
price was fixed so that the revenue would
pay interest and sinking fund oo that
proportion of the capital expenditure,
and in those calculations the consump-
tion was Dbased lower than it was
originally estimated,

Tur ATTORNEY GGENCRAL : What was

the charge?
Mr. JOHNSON: The charge was l=.

6d. per 1,000 gallons, with 1s. for excess -

water and a rate of 9d., and that charge
was paying interest and sinking fund on
the consumption to-day. If the Govern-
ment desired to do justice to all por.
tions of the State, they must reduce the
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price at Guildford. The Attorney
General was able to influence the Guvern.
ment not to charge sinking fund at Kal-
goarlie— [THE ATTORNEY (JENERAL:
Exactly the same was done by previous
Governments]—while the Honorary
Miunister, the member for Northam, sat
silent and allowed his constituents to be
charged sinking fund. He (Mr. Johnson)

! did not intend to allow his constituents

to pay sinking fund. They should not
le charged ~inking fund unless the people
of Kalgoorlie were charged sinking fund.
He would bring down a deputation to
the Minigter to usk not only that the re.
dnetion be made, but that it be made
retrospective as from the beginning of
the year.

Hown. F. H. PIESSE : There seemed
to be an opinion that he thought sinking
fund should not be a sine qua non on
the raising of loans. He did not intend
to convey that meaning, being stll of
opinion that the provision by way of a
sinking fund, which bad been the rule
since we commenced raising money by
way of lnan, was a wise provision. More
especially was it found so to-day, because
it strengthened our case in borrowing
money on most favourable terms. What
he intended to convey was that he con-
gidered sinking fund should not becharged
to the railwavs, but that it should be
paid by the whole State.

Me. Bare: Yes; and make the poor
devil of a worker pay.

How. F. H. PIESSE : All puid their
share. The worker gained the advantage
by having employment given to him.
Sinking fund was a proper charge to the
general rvevenue of the State. If the
railways did pay sinking fund from the
earnings it was improper to cause it to
continue, because we could obtain an
advantage, with sinking fund not charged
on the railways, by a reduction in rilway
rates. The principle of sinking fund
charges was one that might be gone into
thoroughly. His idea was that sinking
fund should never be charped; that we
sliould borrow the money as people
usually borrowed it, and that it should
be a charge against the work. Such a
work as & railway became an improving
asset, and one for which, if the country
were pleased to sell, it would be hard to
know how much we would get. If our
railways that cost £9,000,000 were sold
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they would probally fetch £30,000,000,
even though restrictions were placed on
the company purchasing. It was, how.
ever, 4 wise provigion that the railways
should belong to the State, because
we were able to fx the rates so
as to improve and develop the country.
Sinking fund should not ba charged
for the specific work to railways
any more than to the Coolgardie Water
Scheme. The whole country should bear
the share of the extra taxation necessary,
because the whoule country benefited;
even the working man, who was perhaps
better off to-day thun those looked upon
as being in affluent cirenmstances. No
matter what we did we would always find
some complaining. It was no use bring-
ing up the bogey of the working man,
No one had more sympathy with the
working man than he did. The working
man had to bear his share, but in a much
gmaller proportion to that borne by
people engaged in other occupations.
Finally, he contended that the sinking
fund was a proper charge on the country
generally, and that what should be paid
was the actual value for services re-
veived, in the same way as rates were paid
on the railway.

Me. BATH: One liked to hear an
opinion such as that just expressed, be-
cause one gathered an idea of what was
the intention of those who advocated
loan proposals. There was a cartoon
which had become hisioric, drawn by one
of the best cartoonists in the old country,
illustrating the working man with the
the whole burden of society on his
shoulders, and the motto underneath was
the advice from one of those on top, ex-
horting the man below, * Bear ye one
another's burdens.” If the member for
Katanning wished to know the position
of the workiug population of the State,
he (Mr. Bath) could take the hon. mem-
ber to places in the metropolitan area and
en the goldfields where he would find out
what was the proportion of the population
bearing the taxation burden of the State.

Tur CHATIRMAN : The question wus
not the working man.

Me. BATH : The member for Katano-
ring was allowed to deal with this
question, and it was about due to some
hon. members that they should receive
the same treatment. He could take the
hon. member to places where these people

[ASSEMBLY.)

Boring for Waler.

mude their purcbases over the counter,
where they paid prices infinitely higher
than did those people on the goldfields
for their water from the scheme,
and he would svon ascertain who were
paying the greatest portion of the burden
of taxation in this State. The position
to-duy was that even with the reduction
per bead of the population a working
man with a wife and three children paid
£60 out of his earnings in taxation to the
State.

How. F. H. Pizsse : That was a charge
against the State; they did not pay that
but the interest on it,

Mr. BATH was talking of what a
man with a wife and three children paid
in taxation, and it was £60 on the gold-
fields because people there paid double
what people did in the coastal aveas, and
when we recognised that the average wage
was not much more than £3 10s. per
week it was scandalous for anyone to say
that these works should be run at-a loss
and the sinking fund placed on the
shoulders of those people who were
alrendy called on to pay more than their
due share.

Ttemm—Boring for water on stock routes,
ete., £15,900:

Mz T. L. BROWN: Waaif the inten-
tion of the Government to farther assist
the Gteraldton municipal councit in pro-
viding a water supply? Geraldton was
one of the oldest towns in Western
Australia and was still without a water
supply. The people had to depend solely
on wells, the water from which was not
of the best. Some tests had been made
and it was found possible to obtain a
water supply near the town. He would
like to know if the Government intended
farther to assist the council.

Tur PrEmiER : What wag the position
now,

Mr. T. L. BROWN: The Govern-
ment assisted the council to the extent of
£100 to test whether it was possible to
secure a supply of pure water in wells
sitnated 2 little distance from the town.
Twenty wells were sunk in which good
water was secured. Whether the supply
was sufficient for the town remained to
be proved.

Tue Premier: What did the rail-
ways use, condensed water ?
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Mr. T. L. BROWXN: Yes. Some time

agoe the council endeavoured to get the
Railway Department, before the con-
denser was erected, to give some guaran-
tee that they would tuke water from ihe
council if the counci! floated a loan
and obtained a water supply. The Rail-
way Departinent did not do so, but
erected a condenser, which tuek from the
council the only asset they could realise
on and one which would return sufficient
to the council to insure their paying the
interest on the moboey which they would
borrow, 'The council having lost the
supply to the Railway Department were
not in & position t0 go to the money
market to borrow £49,000 for a water
supply.
Tug TREASURER had no infor-
mation as to the water supply for Gerald-
ton. 'The proper course would be for the
member to interview the Minister for
‘Works. Representations were made about
12 months ago, and he (the Treasurer)
then seut someone to inspect the rivers
in that locality.

Mg. T. T.. Brown: Mr. Pidgeon,

Tue TREASURER: He was sent to
inspect some rivers to see if a damn counld
be constructed. The report was un-
favourable; the water he thought was
brackish. There was no farther infor-
mation on the watter. If the munici-

pality of Geraldton were prepared to .

float a loan and construct works, any
assistance the Government could rendar
in the flotation of the loan, and also in
the consumption of water, would be
readily given.

Item —Sewerage for Perth and Fre-
muntle, £185,000:

Mz. ANGWIN: What amouat of the

£135,000 was it probable would be spent |

during the next twelve months in
Fremantle, and was it the policy of
the Government not to charge Perth
and Fremantle with sinking fund ?

Tue TREASURER: The condition of
this work was that there were existing
contracts for certein storm-water sewers.
The Mount Bay sewer and the Claise-
brook treatment works were under way.
The delivery of certain pipes had almost
commenced, and this would enable the
work in connection with the Parry-street
sewer and the Subiaco stormn-water main
to be put in hand. The commencement
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of the Fremantle sewerage works and the
reticulation of Perth und the sopply of
pipes were also included. As to how
much would be spent in Fremantle he
could not give any idea, but it was pro-
posed to start the work in Fremantle.
Several of the works were in hand. The
contract for the Claisebrook treatment
works was let at £21,000; the coniract
for oval sewer pipes £22,000, and the
storm-water main below Parliament
House, Mount Bay Road, £21,000. So
far as the sinking fund was concerned,
the whole of the charges would be billed
up against this scheme, and a rate would
be stracl which would cover the interest
and sinking fund together with mainten-
ance and working expenses. The people
who gou the facilities of deep drainage to
their houses would have to pay the
necessary charges to cover all costs.
Vote put and passed.

Vote—Decvelopment of Goldfields and
Mineral Resources, £94,000; recoup,
£5,041 : :

Item—Murchison and Peak Hill Gald-
fields, £18,000:

Me. HOLMAN : There was u necessity
for pushing forward the development of
the goldfields and mineral resources as
quickly aspossible. Theawmount voted for
the development of the goldfields wus not
awmple for requirements, The gold yield
of Western Australiv was falliug by sume
100,0000zs. a year, and something must
he done in the immediate future to stop
that falling off. The amount set down
for development on the Murchison and
Peak Hill Goldfields was £18,000, and
almost all that money had been spent.
At the present time there were liabilities
amonunting to £5,113, and £9,000 was to
be spent for a water supply at Meeka-
tharra, which would leave very little for
goldfield development. The large area
of the Murchison Goldfields was well
known, and the Peak Hill fiekl was very
extensive. There were many promising
mining centres without water at the pre-
gent time. There was Mindula without
a water supply. Miners bad to carry
thetr drinking water 12 miles, He
would like wn assurance that the Minister
would endeavour to rectify that. There
were 60 men at this place, und the men
had to leave their shows to0 go away and
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get a supply of water. It took one man
to bring water for three men. If the
peaple were able to sink a well it was
thought cood water could be obtained.
He gave the Minister credit for pushing
on with the Meekatharra water supply,
and he hnped it would be completed in the
immediate future. When a water supply
wag provided, the gold yield at Meekatharra
would double. There were other parts
aronnd Peak Hill which were neglected,
and where a water supply was needed.
Three thousand pounds was nothing like
adequate for the development of a mining
field; the amount should have been
trebled. He was not in favour of spend-
ing loan funds on unproductive works,
but to enable a gold centre to double its
production was not an wunproductive
work. He hoped the Minister would
accord the Nannine people fair treatiment
in regard to their water supply, for which
they were now paving at the rate of 121
per cent. per annum on the cost of con-
struetion, the water being charged at 10s.
per thousand gallons.  Either the price
of the water should be reduced to half, or
the waterworks handed over to the muni-
cipality.

Tue MivistEr ror Mines: No com-
plaint had been wade to him in this
malter.

Mr. HOLMAN: Perhaps complaints
had not been addressed to 1he Minister, but
the people had complained notwithstand-
ing. In connection with the Murchison
fields there was the copper centre of Gaba-
nintha, which had produced thousands of
pounds worth of copper, though returns
had not been furnished to or obtained
by the Mines Department. It was most
desirable that the department should
keep a complete record of these matters,
To do good work with the amonuts set
down on the Estimates would be abso-
Iutely impossible.  Although last year
authority was given for a certain amount,
we were now called on to meet out of the
£18,000 provided this year a liability of
about £35,000, reducing the amount
available to £13,000. And one abso-
lutely necessary work alone would absorb
£9,000.

Tae MINISTER :
liabilities had been suspended.

Mr. HOLMAN was glad to hear it.
If the necessary encouragement were
given to gold and other mineral resources

[ASSEMBLY.]

A good many of the

Development of Goldfields,

there need be no fear for the future of
the State. A water supply, however,
was a first necessity for every field.

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES: So
large a sum having been provided for
goldficlds railways on the Loan Esti-
mates, it had been necessary to cut down
the Estimates for the development of
mining to some slight extent ; but hon.
members might rest ussured that ample
provision had been made for the needs
of the various districts during this year.
He hoped to go through the back mining
country aguin very soon, and see for him-
self what was necessary for the purpose
of aiding development. No doubt a
mining field could not possibly have a
better asset than a water supply. He
wished to inform the member for Mur-
chison (Mr. Holman), who had repeatedly
complained that works he had asked for
had not been esecuted, that in no instance
where the departmental officers recom.
mended a work bad the DMinisterial
authority for the carrying out of the
work been refused. Of course, unless a
place was known to himself he had to
depend on the advice of the departmental
officers in regard to the various requests
made by members of Parliament. He
could not anthorise a work simply because
it had been asked for by a member of
Parliament: he had necessarily to rely
on the officers. However, provided re-
commendations of officers were forth-
coming, works asked for would be carried
out. There might have been some little
neglect of outlying distrietz because
Ravensthorpe and Norseman had re-
quired so much work and the staff avail-
able was small. Regarding the Nannine
water supply, if anything like a fair
proposition were put forward he would
be pleased to give it consideration, and
the same remark applied to Meekatharra.
If the people of either of those centres de-
sired to establish boards for the control of
water supply, he would be glad to con-
sider the matter, though one hardly knew
whether such an arrangement was pos-

* sible in the case of Meekatharra, which

was a very young community. If, how-
ever, the proposals were made and ap-
proved —and of course he had to see that
the State was protected in regard to

' borrowings from Savings Bank funds—
' bonds would be issued and the wouney for

the purposesupplied. He would be glad
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to confer with the member for Murchison
in regard to the regquirements of Nannine
angl other places mentioned.

Me. HOLMAN was very pleased by
the remarks of the Minister. He wished
to point ou!, however, in connection with
a request he had made for the sinking of
# well on the Wiluna road, which request
had presmivably been refused on the ad-
vice of the departmental officers, that the
well was absolutely necessary. The road
ran over 20 miles of spinifex sand, over
which stretch loaded horses had to travel.
It was not possible to travel the whole
distance without water, and the teams
could make raly 9 or 10 miles in a day.
Therefore, the teamnsters were compelled
to take their horses backwards and for-
wards for water. He spoke from personal
kunowledge.

Tre MivisTER: This matier would be
looked into on Monday.

Mr. HEITMANN : 1t was to be re-
gretted that the Minister had unot seen
fit to set down a greater amount for the
Murchison goldfields, for, if there was a
field deserving of assistance, it was the
Murchison, speaking generally. For
many years little outside eapital had gone
into the field, and the result was that
although the mining camps were strug-
gling along altogether—they were very
solid —progress was returded.  The best
means of assisting the mining industry
was, as stated by the Minister, to supply
mining camwps with water. Cue and Nan-
nine were fairly well off in this respect.
The Fingal mine uat the present {ime was
taking 15,000 gallons of water per day
from the Nannine waterworks, and tihis,
of course, lessened the cost to the small
consumer. The smaller mines were also
taking advantage of the supply, and
generally speaking, the two schemes
referred to were successes. The Min.
doolah camp, as mentioned by the mem-
ber for Murchison (Mr. Holman), was
urgently in need of assistance. The cost
of carting ore was £3 per ton, so that

[80 Noveueer, 1906.]

unless one was on two or three ounce dirt
inining there wug not payable. If was a |/
fact that the wer at Mindoolah were at
preseni carting water 10 or 12 miles. !
They were also much handicapped by the
want of a battery. He undersiood the
Minister had been requested to assist a |
private party working a battery there, and

he hoped that assistance would be forth. |

Pilbarra Goldfield. 3321

ecoming. Mining on the Murchison could
also be greatly advanced by the cheapen.
ing of fuel. The mines at Day Dawn
and Cue were now paying 18s. per ton
for firewood, and if that cost could be
reduced, through Government assistance
towards the construction of a tramway,
to 12s. or 13s. the help to small owners
and swipall companies would be great.
The Fingal mine was paying 16s. or 17s.
jer ton, but of course he was uot appeal-
tng for assistance to thal mine, which
could well afford the price. The smali
shows, however, using 50 or 60 cords per
week deserved assistance, He believed
the Government iatended {o assist a
private party about to huild a tramway.

Tar Mivister thought that an en.
deavour was being nade to form a local
company for that purpose.

Me. HEITMANN: It was to be
feared that those effurts would nat prove
successful, because the councils of Nay
Dawn and Cue could nbot join in the
undertaking. Besides, even if a company
were formed, the Government would
have to provide the greater part of the
funds, and there was no guarantee thata
private company would work the tram-
way for the heuefit of the mines. There-
fore he suguested that the Government
should build and work the proposed fire-
wood line.

TItem—Pilbarra Goldfields, £5,000:

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The member
for Cue (Mr. Heitmann) and the member
for ‘Murchison (Mr. Holman) had men-
tioned the very great difficulty against
which miners had to contend on those
tields, on which he had spent some years.
He could assure the Committee that
those difficulties were nothing as com-
pared with the difficulties on the Pilbarra
fields.

Me. HoLmar : But those centres about

which we had been talking were new
fields.

Mr. UNDERWOOD recognised that
the State could not spend too much
money on these matters. The Pilbarra
goldfield, as described in these Estimates,
included West and East Pilbarra, as well
as Roehourne and Station Peak.

At 630, the CHairaaw left the Chair.
At 7-30, Chair resumed.
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Me. UNDERWOOD (continuing):
Provision had been made for a town well
at Roebourne and wells on the Wodgina-
Woodstock road and near Station Peak,
and although these were in the Pilbarra
(Foldfield they were really pastoral wells,
Roebourne and other places mentioned
having very little to do with mining;
and while other wells had also been pro-
vided for beyond Nullagine, on the road
to Roy Hill, and on the track to Peak
Hill and the Eastern Goldfields, tha vote,
considering the area embraced in the
Pilbarra Goldfheld, was swall.  There
wasg avery likelihood of farther discoveries
being made almost any day, and in fact
fresh discoveries were being made now
within this field. The Geological Sur-
vey, Bulletin No. 23, showed that the
Wodgina portion of the Pilbarra Gold-
field covered an area of wt least 2,400
square miles, the belt extending 80 miles
north-west nnd south-east by a width of
about 30 miles. The report stated also
that in all probability, as a result of
prospecting then proceeding, other centres
equally as good as Wodgina would be
discovered. And in this the geologist
had proved a true prophet, for since his
visit two new centres had been opened
up. One of these, the Bright Star, wus
20 miles south of Wodgina, and the
other, not yet recorded in the newspapers,
was at Mt. Francisco, south-east of Wod.
gina. Again, the geologist had been
correct in his assumption that possibly
the Nullagine-Sandy Creek zone would be
found to extend across the head waters
of the Qakover River. During- the
winter before last a discovery was made
in this region. While the surface water
remained, 60 or 70 men were there, but
the water dried up and the prospectors
had not been able to get into that
country since. The amount provided
might suffice for the known requirements
of the district, but a farther sum should
be provided for new fields that were
almost certain to be discovered in that
locality. However, he wasnot in a mood
to complain of the treatwmnent his district
had received, seeing that a start was to
be made with the Port Hedland-Marble
Bar railway, and that the harbour at
Port Hedland was to be put in sucha
condition as would permit vessels to
enter or go out at any tide. Farther
provigion would undoubtedly be required

[ASSEMBLY.)
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for the development of the mineral re-
sources of the disbrict, and he felt sure
that there would be » considerable boom
in perhaps both Kast and West Pilbarra
during the coming year.

Mr. T. L. BROWN: What were the
intentions of the Grovernment with regard
to farther testing the coal deposits on
Depot Hill, near Geraldton? We had
it from persons who were in a position lo
know that there were rich coal deposits
there, and with the requirements of the
Murchison e be met 1o the watter of
fuel supply, it would be in the interests
of the State to test these deposits with a
view to their development, there being
very little prospect of getting fuel in the
shape of timber. The largest mines at
present were using Newcastle coal. Coal
on the Irwin River bad been tested and
proved to be of good quality. A local
company at Depot Hill was now invest-
ing money in farther tests, and in the ¢ir-
cninstances it was not unreagonable to
expect assistance from (he Government.
Having heard the Minister for Mines
speaking at Geraldton on this question
he was certain that the hoo. gentleman
would afford every assistance possible.

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES: Some
time ago the Government subsidised a
company iu that district, but their at-
tempt to prove the coal deposits had
resulted in failuore, as also bad the ex-
periments subsequently made Dby the
Government of putéing down hores to
test the deposits. At the present time the
(overnment were having several shallow
bores put down, and were also subsidising
the local company referved to. The hon.
member might rest assured that every
effort would be made with a view of get-
ting a payable coal seam in that district.
Where the Grovernment found vutsiders
coming in they werc willing to give them
every assistance. Independently of the
benefit that would accrue to the Gerald-
ton district, every effort would be made
to locate the seam, the Government
recognising the necessity for loeal eoal on
the Murchison field.

Mz. EWING : When in that district
recently he had seen Neweastle coal being
forwarded to the Murchisen and he bad
endeavoured to have Collie coal taken up
there, but the Commissioner of Railways
had demanded the full price of five-sizths
of a peany per ton per train mile for its
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carriage over the railway, while the Mid-
land Company were prepared to carry it
ut three-eighths of a penvy, notwithstand-
ing that they had to pay something like
1s. 94. per truck running charges over
the {Government railways. In Victoria
local coal was carried 148 miles for 4s.
9d. per ton, while Newcastle coal was
charged that sum for being carried 50
miles, which weant that a subsidy of 98
miles was given to the local fuel.

Item — Development
£15,000; recoup, £2,461 :

Mr. BATH was in agreement with the
remarks made by the Minister on the
previous vote. These mining fields could
not be better assisted than by providing
efficient water supplies, which were very
esgential to operations on such fields as
Meekatharra, Black Rangeand Davyhurst,
Mention had been made of the reduction
in the gold yield, but whilst we bad such
fields as Meekathuarra, Black Range and
Burtville developed. even though the
yield was slightly less they did more good
to the people of the State than even u
higher yield in Kalgoorlie, because the
properties on those fields were owuned
mdependently by the men on the spot
and whatever profits accrued from their
operations were spent within the confines
of the State. This coal industry should
be developed and assisted in common
with other industries; but we had the
Minister's own statement as to the
paucity of successful results from the
assistance given for the development of
mining and in assisting prospectors in
going round to discover new fields,
Much bad been thus expended with trivial
results. The information as to how this
vote would be spent was meagre, and it
would be more directly and indirectly
reproductive if used to provide water
supply and to supplement the general
revenue vote for State batteries, A
return presented this session showed that
little good resulted from assisting pro-
specting parties; and the State Batteries
vote was only £2,000.

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES:
Recently the department invited the
public to apply for assistance towards
the erection of a tin-dressing plant at
Wodgina. About £1,500 would probably
e advanced for this purpose. Owners
of other mining properties would receive

of  Mining,
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advances to purchase machinery. 1t was
not much use advancing wmoney to pro-
spectors for development work. Good
might occasionally be donpe, but generally
the person with wmost cheek aund the
ability to prepure u specious case received
the assistance, and in four cases out of
five the results were nil. The desire was
to help people by methods that would
henefit them and the country also.
Machinery was always an asset; and the
borrower, as he paid purt of the cost,
was probably a genuine wan. This vote,
and the item on the general Estimates,
would provide all the assistance needed
for the year. He hoped for far better
results in the future than were secured
in the past; yet some good results had
been shown, especially in the case of
the Carbine mine, to which £800 was
advanced to sink for water. Water was
secured, and tbe department repaid with
interesi.

Mgr. Troy:
was also repaid.

Tue MINISTER.: Yes; hut too often
there was no retnrn. In the old days
Mr. Lefroy, when Minister for Mines,
subsidised at so much per foot a deep-
sinking proposition on the Norseman
goldfield. The general public would have
been benefited by the success of that
gscheme, but the sum advanced was lost.
The principal feature of the present policy
was to encourage the formation of local
companies. This would be done only
once in each distriet; and as in the past,
the department would bave a lien on the
property assisted, and the shareholders
wauld receive no profits at all till the
Government was repaid. v the Norse-
man case there was no such covenant;
but the Government were bound to
expend the full amount promised, and
were glad 1o get out of the bargain. He
would try to reserve this fund either for
subsidies to batteries or for advances to
purchase machinery. Money would be
expended in boring for coal in the Gerald-
ton district. Next winter an exhaus-
tive preological examination of the coun-
try between Carnurvon and Ouslow,
especially for the baser metals, would be
made by a strong party. Wonderfully
rich copper was found in that district;
mics was present; alead belt ran through
the country; and coal probably existed,

The Mulgabbie advance
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as well as enormous deposits of phenom-
enally rich iron ore.

Mz. SCADDAN endorsed many of the
Minister's remarks ; but we were prob-
ably paying too much attention to open-
ing up new fields instead of thoroughly
t.esttng fields now existing. In almost
all outback districts we fonnd no more
than one or two mines at each town,
while the surrounding country was
practically untouched by the pick. The
State should equip more than one
diamond.deill boring party, to test the
lodes at depth on all opened fields.
Kalgoorlie itself could stand such a test
at both the north and sooth ends of
the Belt, which had never leen
practically tested. ILeonora and Gwalia
were other cases in point. The Sons of
Gwalia and the Tower Hill were the only
mines at the latter place, and one could
walk for miles in any direction from
Gwulia without finding the slightest pre-
tence of prospecting.

THE ATTORNEY (GENERAL :
the Sons of Gwalia South.

Mr. SCADDAN: That immediately
adjoined the Sons of Gwalia. Such was
the result of the clamour for opening up
new finds, the Government providing
camels and other assistance to prospectors.
Many opened fields had been tested to
the water level only. A good water sup-
ply and good machinery were needed to
enable owners to pass the water level;
and we must provide cheap rail and road
facilities. Good roads were practically
non-existent in the outback districts,
machinery Dbeing carried over roads
almost impassable. A lode was surely
not confined to the urea of one lease. In
Victoria exceptionally good work had
been Jdone by diamond-drilling parties.
It was difficult to diseriminate in giving
assistance to prospeclors, some of whom
were too modest to ask for assistance,
but wouid take it if offered, while others
pegged out a show, and without praeti-
cally testing it agitated for State help,
and, perhaps by influence, obtained
money which was virtually thrown away,
All such claims should be considered by
“mining boards. Recently, when in the
Greenbushes district, he heard of .ssist-
ance to a party prospecting for a tin
lode. It was rumoured the subsidy
would be about £2 for £1, and that
it would be given for political reasons.

There was

[ASSEMBLY.]
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As a matter .of fact the statement was
made to him—how far it was true he did
not know—that the gentlemen who re.
ceived the promise of the subsidy had ne
mine; though they hoped to obtain a
mine they had their eyes ou when they
received the assistance. This was a case
of a syndicate without a mine receiving
assistance from the Government. Such
things should not exist. ‘lhere were
plenty of genuine prospectors, and plenty
of places the State could prospect.
(Genuine prospectors shonld receive the
first consideration. We were not develop-
ing our goldfields in the right direction,
and we were too eager to open new fields
without thoroughly prospecting and test.
ing those we already had.

Me. TROY particularly desired to refes
to the statement made b; the Minister,
and alse by the member for Ivanhoe, that
the people who received assistance in the
pust were those who had the mast cheek.

Tue MivisTER FOR MINES had said
“ sometimes they were.”

Mr. TROY was glad the Minister
modified the statement, becuuse in these
matters the Minister was guoided by the
State Mining Engincer.  He (Mr. Troy)
could not get ussistance for prospectors
in his district until after the State Miu-
ing Engineer reported on the property,
and it people bad cheek it did not avail
them in the circomstances. However,
one did vot feel that after all the most
deserving people got the assistance. Few
legitimate prospectors, who stuck to their
properties and tried by their individual
efforts to develop them, received assist-
ance. The people who had received
agsistance were those formed into small
syadicates with a little capital, and often
the legitimale prospector, working his
mine himself, could not get assist-
ance because a syndicate in his district
had already received assistance. Probably
the Minister believed that he was doing
right in assisting the syndicates. A great
trouble in connection with this assistance
was the delays that took place. He koew
a party who worked the show for six
years to considerably below water level,
and after spending all their moeney askel
for a grant, but some time elapsed before
the assistance was granted. Mr. Ward,
a prospector at Mount JMagnet, had
received a promise of assistance, but
mounths had gone by, and the tnspector of
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mines, who was supposed to report on | people to go out into those arid portions

the property for the department, had not
visited the proposition; and Mr. Ward
now wrote to him (Mr. Troy), saving
that he did not know whether he could
keep on any longer. What was objec-
tionuble in these matters was that the
Minister made plenty of promises, but
was too long in fulfilling them, so that
prospectors became discouraged. The
genitine prospector never made an appli-
cation for assistance unless he was hard
pushed ; butif he did make an application
he had to wait months hefore getting any
reply. That retarded mining develop-
ment. He (Mr. Troy) could not agree
with the member for Ivanhoe who dis.
couruged apening up new localities,
preferring to assist old localities. The
proper thing to do was to eucourage
the vpening up of new localitics, because
the residents of old localities would open
them up. In old localities people bad
made their homes, and if the localities
became less prosperous for a time, they
would take steps to farther develop them.
Thus the older districts would go ahead
again and prosper. There was an
instance of this at Boogardie. A few
years ago the place was looked upon as
almost deseried ; people said the district
had duffered out, but to day the place
was one of the wost promising on the
Murchison because of the erection by the
Government of a public battery, which
people had said was going to be a white
elephant. Anotherthing thattendediothe
present state of Boogurdie, was that people
who bad gone there in the early days of
the field had made their bomes there and
could not leave the district, and so had
turned their attention to the farther
development of the field. Persons who
did leave the distmct went farther afield
and opened up new country. The further
we could extend mining development in
every direction the better it would be for
the State. The best thing to do wus to
encourage prospectors to go farther out.
It would encourage thew to do &o if re-
wards were offered.  The faet of 2 reward
of £300 betog offered had led to the dis-
rovery of Black Range. Another matter
that would materiallyassist in the develop-
ment of the nining industry was the
provision of water. Our minerals were
generally located in the most arid por-
tions of the State, and if we wished

to discover new fields we must provide
water for them. Unquestionably the
Government had already done good work
in this direction. It was chiefly due to

< their efforts in providing water supplies

that many new fields had recently been
found and that older districts bad been
more fully developed. However, there
were places where the prospector could
not gro, owing to the lack of water supply.
To the sonth of Black Rubge there was a
district koown to be very promising;
that was the Lake Barlee country. Many
prospectors had failed in endeavouring
to get into that country to open it up, on
account of the want of water. The Black
Range field was woll provided m this
respect with bores every ten or fifteen
miles; and the prospector made his camp
at these bores, and was able te go out to
apen up new localities. If the same
thing were done in the Lauke Barlee
district probably another new tield would
oper up. According to the small amount
on these Estimates we were not going
o bave many public batteries this year.
The Minister was going to spend the
money in subsidising batteries. He (Mr.
Troy) did not believe in subsidising
batteries, because subsidised batieries did
not give satisfaction to the prospector;
he believed in the pullic hattery system.
Though we heard a great deal against that
system, as we heard complaints agaiust
every public service, it had done a great
deal to open up the State. The prospector
did not get any benefit from his sand or
slimes at most of the subsidised batteries,
butat public batteries the gold contained
in the slimes and sands went to the pro-
spector.  In muany localities there was
more gold passed into the sands than was
obtained through the crushing, and if the
prospector conld not get the gold contents
of his sunds he could ot carrv on. He
(Mr. Troy) hoped the subsidising of
batteries would not be carried too far
If it was worth while encouraging a
private person to put up a battery, it was
worth the Government’s while to put up
a Dbattery themselves. The Minister’s
desire to provide machinery for the de-
velopment of properties was a good
suggestion.  On the Murchison, where
this assistance could be given, the people
residing in the district did most towards
mining development and keeping the
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goldfield going. There was very little
imported capital now employed there.
With the exception of one hig wine, the
money spent on the field was won from the
stone crushed,and the goldfield wassecond
in importance in the State. If weadvanced
money on machinery, the machinery
would be security for the money advanced.
That policy could not be extended too far
for we must depend on the leaseholder
and the prospector fur mining develop-
ment. In scne localities mining compan-
ies were purchasing properties, but that
did not exist to the same extent that it
did 10 years ago. A company would
not purchase a property to-day until
there was a profit in view. 1In the
majority of cages the people on whom we
must depend to develop the wmining
industry were those persons residing in
the State, and who owned properties,
and we should give them assistance to
develop their shows. In regard to
boring for lodes, in some instances that
had worked good, but in other instances
it had served no purpose. The State
Mining Engineer should visit the locality
where the boring was required and pick
out the most promising lode, and on
that property the bore should be put
down. If the Government put down a
bore everywhere that people thought a
lode existed a lot of money would be
expended. It was to be hoped the money
provided would be expended. Last year
a large sum of money was provided for
the encouragement of mining on the
Murchison, but the full amount was not
expended, and there was good reason why
the money should have been spent in
providing water supplies, It was no use
voting money unless we intended to
spend it. Next year he hoped we should
find that the money now voted had all
been expended.

Mr. SCADDAN bad not said we
should not encourage prospectors to open
up new fields. He had said that possibly
we paid too much attention in that
direction while we neglected fields that
had already been opened up but bad not
been tested thoroughly.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Development of Agricullure,
LI09,75% ; recoup, £59,641:

Item : Development of Agriculture,
£17,500:

[ASSEMBLY.]

Development of Agrienlture.

Mr. BATH: 1If we took the par-
ticulars of expenditure in past years the
effort hud not been =0 much to expend
the money on reproductive works as
to spend it in the opposite direction.
If members turned to the public accounts
for the year ending 30th June, 1906,
they would see the particulars of ex-
penditure itemised. There was “ Ex-
perimental farms and stations.” He did
not know, as far as Western Australia
was coucerned, that our experimental
farms had been of & reproductive charac-
ter, but rather einks in which the tax-
payers’ money was placed without return,
Then came “ Clearing and snagging,”
“Pruoit disinfecting shed, Fremantle,”
“ Vasse butter factory.” He had never
seen aupy return in conuvection with the
Vasgse hutter factory, and it did not seem
to be a desirable work in which to invest
loan money. Then we had the * Pur-
chase of a motor wagon, £943.” He was
told the blackfellows somewhere out.
back were experimenting with that motor
wagon. Af any rate it was fast becoming
scrap metal. Then we had the * Con-
struction of agricultural buildings on
the Roval Show Ground, Claremont,”
** Purchase of wire netting £472,” ** Pens
for egg-laying competition, Subiaco.”
The egg-laying competition might be re-
productive as far as the eggs were con-
cerned, but it did not bring in much
revenue to the State. Then there was
a “ Glass bouse for breeding parasites.”
That was reproductive as far as the para-
sites were concerned, but it was difficult
to see what revenue it brought into the
Btate. These were evidently the kind of
works on which the vote for the develop-
ment of agrienlture was expended. It
was about time some better channel was
found for the expenditure of this money.
The Government could not do better
than make a vote of this kind the pre-
liminary expenditure for establishing an
export depot for farmers. If the Gov.
ernment started to provide depots at
Albany and Fremantle the money would
not only be more useful to the farmers of
the State, but more remunerate as far as
the State finances were concerned. In
South Australia the export depot bad
been of immense assistance to the farmers
of the State, und last year a profit of
33 per cent. over working expenses was
made. He had spoken to the furmers



Loan EBstimales :

of South Australia and members of the
Legislative Assembly of that State, and
they stated this export depot had been of
immense good in assisting the farmers,
especially the small farmers, those in a
moderate way, in the direction of market-
ing their produce and getting a fair price
without the intervention of rings and
firaucial institutions, He recommended
to the Minister in connection with this
vote to exercise greater care in seeing that
the money was expended in some repro-
ductive channels.

Tue PREMIER agreed with many of
the remarks of the Leader of the Oppo-
sition, especially in regard to the item
referring 10 the purchese of a motor
waggon. He believed the motor waggon
was now ounly valued as scrap iron. An
effort was made to letit by tender, and the
individual who purchased it was unuble
to pay for the hire, and the waggon
broke down all the culverts in the
vicinity of his farm. As to the estab-
lishing of an export depot, that was
engaging the attention of the Mimister
for Agriculture, and we intended us

[30 Novenrer, 1906.] Development of Agriculture. 3327

that provision could bhe wmade for the
construction of certain dams. and as far
as possible to do all we could to supply
water prior to the settlement in that
vicinity. We had had a little difficulty
in connection with the water trouble east
of the Dumbleyung Railway. At the
present time the Government were putting
down bores in that locality, and in mavy
casesagood supply of water had beenstruck
at a depth of 100ft. Tt was intended to
put down wells, and if water could not he
found, to make provision for dams. A
eertain amount was provided for grain
sheds, and also clearing tracks to agri-
cultural lands. That practically com-
pleted the expenditure as far as the
Lands Department was concerned,
although im the Agricultural Department
there was a sum last year expended in
the purchase of a farm for £2,641 to
increase the value of the present farm at
Narrogin,  This land was procared at a
bargain. It adjoined the railway line,
and had siding access, and thus would
go far to wake the Narrogin farm a

" profitable undertaking.

fur as possible to make some provision °
during next year to provide for freezing |

works at Fremantle if possible. There
was a total amount on the Loan Schedule

of £200,000 for the development of .

agriculture, and it was proposed to
allocate £30,000 for freezing works. In
regard to the question of drainage not
being a reproductive work

Mr. Bare: Nothing was said about
drainage; he had referred to clearing
and snagging.

Tae PREMIER: That was veally
drainage, for a large amount of this vole
was spent in clearing and snagging the
Harvey River, and until that was done

Mr. ANGWIN:, This item included
an amount of £7,000 to be expended at
the Narrogin farm, which the Hoporary
Minister had condemned on a recent
evening, stating that it was not in 2 suit-
able locality, and that the land was of
poor quality and altogether unsuitable
for an experimental farm. Did the

+ Premier think it advisable to incur that

it was impossible for the subsidiary -

draing to be of value. Land had thus

been brought under cultivation which

would have beep of no value otherwise. A

portion of the vote was for special settle-

ment, cleartog, and water supply for the
lands lying east of the Great Southern
Railway and in the vicinity of the Eastern
Goldfields Railway. At the present time
considerable difficulty was experienced by
settlers who bad taken up land 30 or 40
miles out from the Great Sonthern Ruail-
way, and he bhad issued insiructions o
the various ofticers in that locality to
give him every possible information so

expendilure on such a property ?

Tue PREMIER: With the acquisition
of the new purchase there was every
prospect that this farm, particvlarly
under the careful attention of the Minis-
ter for Agriculture, would become profit-
able.  Provision was made for certain
expenditure on luildings to provide
accommodation for additional students,
and it was the DMivister's intention,
instead of charging students the nominal
fee of two guineas per annum now
obtaining, to charge something like £10
per annum, and to give some little techni-
cal training in addition to the practical
experience pow imparted. The late
Ageut General, Mr. Walter James, had
impressed on the Government. the neces-
sity for keeping these farms in operation,
since they encouraged a good class of
young settler, who was prepared, after
gome little experience ou the farms, to
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take up land in the vicinity. Not
having been present when the Honorary
Minister spoke on this subject, he was
rather at a loss as to what was actually
said. However, he wus satisfied that
under the Honorury Minister’s manage-
ment there was every prospect that these
furms would at least pay expenses.

Mep. ANGWIN: One would think
that by far the better course would be to
establish a new farm in o more suitable
locality by means of this money, instead
of expending the sum on the Narrogin
farm.

Item — Agricultural
£5,000 :

Mr. HEITMANN: Information on
this item was most desirable. There
was cause for dissatisfaction at the class
of assisted immigrants. No one objected
to the coming of people prepared to
settle on the land and necessarily possess-
ing some little capital, but there was
strong objection to the sending of public
money, especially at this juncture, to
England for the purpose of briuging
paupers to the State. The return laid on
the table some fime ago as the result of
a motion, showed clearly tbat many of
the people who had been assisted by the
taxpayers’ money to come here were
simply paupers, a large percentage im-
mediately on landing being compelled to
apply to the Labour Bureau for employ-
ment.

Tae Treasurer: Were bpot those
people who settled on the land without
any money doing well ?

Mr. HEITMANN: There was no
objection to such people. One man had
landed possessing only £2 12s. to go on
the land with.

THE TrEAsuRER: What had the man
being doing since?

Mr. HEITMANN: Looking for work.
Decided objection mmust be taken to the
Government policy in this reapect, up to
date.

Mr. BATH: Une wonld be glad to
know whether the intention of the
Government was to spend the greater
portion of tlis mouney in endeavouring
to secure immigrants from the Eastern
States rather than from the old world.
Experience of the two classes of im-
migrants in Western Australia was that
settlers from South Australia, Victoria,

immigration,
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Agricultural Immigration.

and New South Wales were much the
superivr class and did better, in many
instances setting an example to those al-
ready on the land. On this item he
wished to draw the Premier's attention
to u matter which bad been raiged in the
formofaquestion to-day. Hebelieved that
the gentleman referred to in the question,
who undoubtedly had done good work
for this State in advertising its resources
in the Bast and securing immigrants
there, had not been well treated—in fact,
had been unjustly treated by the depart-
ment. If that gentleman had heen cow-
pelled to resign his position, it was due
not to any lack of energy or ahility, but
rather to the manner in which he had
been treated Ly his assistant, If the
statements in the correspondence were
eorrect, the officer had not been given a
fair opportunity. In spite of all draw-
bucks, however, he had introduced muny
hundreds of settlers, a fine class
of setilers, men squeezed out from
the Eustern States by the drought,
men who thoroughly understond their
business. If the Government intended
to pursue the course which he (Mr.
Bath) had indicated, they could not do
better than re-engage this gentleman
and pay him an adequate salary to cou-
tinue his good work.

Tag PREMIER: The gentleman re-
ferred to had, he thought, been fairly
treated. While in the East the officer
was taken ill, and it was practically
impossible for him to carry on his work.
Eventually returning to Western Aust-
ralia, he spent some considerable time
in lecturing in the timber districts. As
all of us were aware, unfortunately the
officer labourer under a very sad affliction,
and on many occasions the information
given at his lectures was rather mis-
leading, especially when, lecturing with a
magic lantern, he described totally dif-
ferent scenes from those represented on
the slides. TInstances of this had been
reported to the department ; consequently
the officer's efforts were, in many cases,
nisleading.

Me. Bara: Had the officer an assist-
ant ?

Tue PREMIER: Yes; but unfortu-
nately the assistant, who was engaged in
the FKast, was unacquainted with the
principal scenes which the lecturer was
deacribing.
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Me. Batin: The Lands Department
had, during his administration, senl Kust
an officer with the object of furnishing
the lecturer with an assistant who was
acquainted with the agricultural districts
of Western Australia. The selection,
however, turned out unfortunate.

Tae PREMIER: It must be remem-
hered, too, that Mr. Wilbur, although an
excellent lecturer, had only knowledge
obtained from books; he was not a prac-
tical wan in any way, and could not de-
scribe a district as « practical man would.
Mr. Wilbur had a splendid memory, and
his leetures were smply efforts of
memory. Ttwas considered better, there-
fore, to send a mun possessed, from per-
sonal observation, of a practical know-
ledge of our agricultural districts. Un-
doubtedly Mr. Wilbur had done good
work, and be bad been fairly treated in
being allowed three months' leave of ab-
sence, Mr. Wilbur asked that the salary
might. be paid immediately, as he intended
to stand for Parliament. However, he
eventuully decided not to emlark on a
contest. The Leader of the Opposition
might read the file. In regard to the
failures among immigrants menticned by
the member for Cue (Mr. Heitmunn}, he
thought that, tuking them all round, we
were to be cougratulated on the class of
settlersintroduced. Unfortunately many
who camne out with the idea of taking up
land were absolutely unaccustomed to
wnd unacquainied with farming, The
Leader of the Opposition was right in
his contention that settlers from the
Eagtern States were the best, provided
we could get them. Such settlers had
very little to learn, particularly as they
were acquainted with the climatic con-
ditions ; indeed, they hud taught our old
farmers a good wany points, especially
as to clearing. Under the new settlers’
system, the cost amounted to only £1
per acre as against £3 under the old
sysiem. He might point out to the
member for Cue that New South Wales
was doing everything possible to en-
courage immigration from the old country,
and was advertising that work was avail-
able for 500 men.

Me. HErryaxw : We could not adver.
tise that.

Tue PREMIER: We were not doing
so. The Agent General bad received
definite 1nstructions
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any immigrants unless they were possessed
of sufficient capital to enable themn to go
on the land, or unless they wers coming
here to seek employment in agricultural
pursuits.

Ttem—Rabbit-proof Fence, £68,753 ;
recoup, £57,247

Mr. HOLMAXN : The Attorney Gleneral
should furnish an explanation of this
item. It was expected that the hon.
gentleman would move its excision, seeing
that he desired to gaiu a position of
greater respect than uny of his pre.
cedessors, Here was a splendid oppor-
tunity. Recognising the impossibility of
censtructing this fence out of revenue
guickly enough to allow of its being of
any practical use, he himself had favoured
the construction out of loan funds. The
Minister, however, had declaimed strongly
against the rabbit-proof fence or roads and
bridges being constructed out of loan
funds. The fact that the hou. member
now held the position of Attorney General
in a Ministry proposing these things
made one marvel to what positions
men would stoop for a portfolic.
Last vear in speaking on this item the
Attorney General said it was not sufficient
excuse fur one to advance that a similar
step had been taken by other parties, and
that he hoped there would he some man
strong enough to resist the example of
evil precedent; yvet we uow found him
coming down proposing to spend a far
greater amount on the rabbit-proof fence
than the Labour Government did. The
Attorney General bad gained his seat
practically in condemuntion of the Labour
Government for expending loan mouneys
on the construction of the rabbit-proof
fence, and we found him in the unenviable
position of having to do the same thing
himself. Either he had lost his self-
respect, if he ever bad any, or had failed
to carry out his pledge to the people of
Kalgoorlie. One wonld like to ask the
Attorney General for some reason for his
changed attitude.

T ATTORNEY GENERATL: The
hon. meinber commenced by saying that he
himself favoured the rabbit-proof fence
being constructed out of loan funds.

Mr. Horuan : Under the circumstances;
yes.

Tee ATTORNEY GENERAL: Under
what circomstances? The hon. member
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was in favour of it without qualifica-
tion.

Mer. HoLmarw: The hon. gentleman
Was wrong.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL: At
the time the hon. member spoke he
favoured it without qualifiecation. When
the Government to which the hon,
member belonged cume into power, they
found a considerable portion of the
rabbit-proof fence bad been constructed
out of revenue in that financial year;
and what happened wag this: not only
was the system altered, but they recouped
themselves from loan for moneys con-
tributed out of revenue for the fence.
They thus replenished the revenue 1 a
manuner which he (the Attorney General)
submitted was not on the face of it honest
and fair, He had the same objection to
the construction of the fence out of loan
money as he had iu the past, but the
position was that unless this portion
somewhere near Condon was finished the
whole value of the work would be in
jeopardy, for there would be a gap there
throngh which the rabbits would come.
The revenue this year was pot in a posi-
tion to meet that expenditure.

Mz, Jornson : Were not other people
in the same position ?

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL: We
must either leave the fence as it should
not be left, or we must construct it out, of
loan funds.

Mg. Scappan: That was the position
two years ago.

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL: Was
it ?

Lapour MeEmBERS: Yes.

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL: Surely
members would not say that the financial
position two years ago was the same as
to-day ?

Mge. Jorrnson: Yes; absolutely.

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL: Then
the hon. member was setting up a
proposition that he had no hope of
proving. When Mr. Daglish’s Govern-
ment came into power they had a surplus,

Mre. Jonnson : There was a loss on the
year of £148,000.

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL: When
the Daglish Government came into power
they had a surplus. At the time they
decided to construct cut of loan moneys,
not out of revenue, they had a surplus, so
far as they knew, in their coffers.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Rabbit-proof Fenee.

Memser: Bunkum!

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL: Was
it not a fact that when the Duglish Gov.
erument came into power there was a
gurplus in the State ?

Mg. Jounsox: They could see that the
Government would make a loss.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL: Was
he wrong in saying that when the Dagtlish
Government came into pawer there wus a
surplus ¥

Mg. Jornson: There was a loss on
the vear's operations.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL: Why
not give a straight answer ?

Mr. Batu : Because the hon. gentle-
man wad not putiing u straight question ¥

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
question put was the simplest question
one person could address to another.

Mr. Bare: No; it was a crooked
question.

Tarz ATTORNEY GENERAL: Was
or was there not a surplus?  As mem-
bers opposite wonld not answer he would
do so for them.

Me. Scappan: There was a smaller
surplos than 12 wmonths previously,
showing that there would be a deficit
subsequently.

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL: Hav-
ing an entirely different position from
that which existed to-day, they deter-
mined to construct the fence out of loan
moneys. If we bad a revenue showing a
surplus, as the Daglish Government had,
the argument advanced would be justi-
fiable.  But surely the member for
Gruildford would not advance the pro-
position that the financial position to-day
was the same as it was in June 19047

Mr. JouwsoN: It was exuctly the
same.

Mgr. Bata: The present Government
were £208 better off than were the Go-
vernment in 1904,

Tue ATTORNEY GENERATL was
glad the hon. wmember was not the
Treasurer of the State.

Mg. Joaxson: The finances were in
better position.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERATL entirely
differed from the hon. member. In
regard to the rabbit-proof fence it was
put forward by these who had the right to
gpeak on a work of thiskind that the work
was not merely necessary but necessary
at the immediate moment. If ourrevenue
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at all permitted of the work being done
only out of revenuee it should be done out
of revenue, and if the revenue would not
allow of it the work should be postponed,
if not necessary. But if -neither of those
courses was adopted we had to face the
inevitable, and construct the fence out of
loan funds.

Mr. HOLMAN : It was very pleasing
to hear the wriggle of the Attorney
General. The hon. member’s excuse for
spending loan funds on the rabbit-proof
fence wus that there was not soflicient
revenue.

Tae Arroryey GeNERAL: There
nene at all.

Mr. HOLMAN: There was likely to
be less if the same system of povernment
continued us had been carried on in the
last six months. The hon. gentleman
said that the Tabour Government took
back money speut on the rabbit-proof
fence. The Government of which the
hon. member was a member did worse
than that; they took back money spent
on roads and public buildings. The
Labour Government pushed forward the
rabbit-proof fence in order to save the
sountry from an inrush of rabbits. Had
the work been carried out in a systematic
manner hefore they took office there would
bave been no necessity for them to push
on the work. The excuse now was that
there was a gap in the fence, which must
be filled. This was not the first time we
had heard of u gap. After the hon.
gentleman had stated that he was opposed
to the expenditure of loan funds on the
rabbit-proof fence a gap came into the
Ministry and he filled it. Swallowing
his convictions he was now prepared to
defend what he opposed only o few
months ago.

TeE MIiNisTER For Worgs: What
about the gap the hon. member made in
the Daglish Government?

Mr. HOLMAN had gone to Nannine,
and in his absence a gap happened in
the Ministry, with disasirous results to
the State. The ILabour Government
were obliged to spend loan money on the
fence.

Mr. TROY supjorted the last speaker.
One could forgive the Attormer General
if be showed signs of repentance Ffor
abandoning his high principles announced
twelve months ago when be contested

was
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' Ealgoorlie with Mr. Johnson, and opposed
the very action he now supported.

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL had
never said the present action was justified
by precedent. The hon. member’s stute-
ment should be withdrawn.

Tre CHAIRMAN : If mude, the state-
ment must be withdrawn.

3Mr. TROY bhad merely said the
Attorney General assumed he was justified
by the precedent established by the
Labour Government; but their ex-
penditure on the fence prevented the
country from being overrun by rabbits.
The James Government had spent £70,000
on 100 miles of fencing, which took 12
months to erect, during which the rabbits
got past, and so the money was wasted.
The Labour Government had ervcted 800
miles in 12 months, and little was done
by successive Governments. The Attor-
ney Geueral must not try to browbeat
members when reminded of his misdeeds.
A year ago, when seeking election, he
(Mr. Troy) had to fight statements made
by the hon. member. To fulfil his
election pledges the Attorney General
should move that this item be strock out.

Mgr. BATH :When the Attorney
(General contested Kalgoorlie in 1905—

Me. Jorrson: He won his election by
opposing this very expenditure.

Mr. BATH: And speke in a manner
which would bave been vain-glorious in
an angel from heaven; but after actions
so0 inconsistent with his election pledges,
he would go back there a man of common
clay. Hisspeeches, eloquently expressed,
were full of encomiurns of honourable
finance. The Mr. Keenan of 1905—

TrE TrEasURER: Was the hon. mem-
ber in order in discussing Mr, Keenan
instead of the rabbit-proof fence?

Tee CHATRMAN : The hon. member
was in order in replying.

Mg. BATH: As an excuse for bis
abandonment of principle the Attorney
(eneral said revenue was not now avail-
able, and hence he must vote for con-

structing the fence out of loan. Bul
accurding to their own Estimates the
Governmeat had a credit balancze larger
by £208 than the Labour Government.
i This Dbalance resulted from increased

revenue vnder various headings, angd the

stoppage of expenditure on the Phillips
. River smelter, allowing for the sma.ller
1 amount returned by the Commonwealth.
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The ligures were given by the member
for Subiaco und not disputed by the
Treasurer.

Tae MiniTER rFOR Works: With
much the same revenue the present
Government were faced with a heavier
expenditure under such votes as Hduca-
tion.

Mr. BATH : The Minister interrupting
would have justified himself in a speech
had he been able. The Attorney General
could not, consistently with his previous
utterances, nequiesce in this vote.

Mr. SCADDAN : Speaking last year
on the Estimates, the Attorney General
said that at the last clection the Labour
Government were distinetly charged with
constructing the rabbit-proof fence out of
loan.

Tre CHATRMAN : That speech had
already been quoted by Mr. Holman.
This discossion could not proceed unless
a definite amendment were moved on the
item.

Mr. SCADDAN moved an amend-
ment—

That the item be reduced by £7,247,

The Attorney (General was pledged to
atrike out the item, and had said to-
night, in justification of his attitude,
that it was tmpossible to find the revenue
to construct the rabbit-proof fence, and
that there was a gap in the fence that
required stopping; but last year in
reply to an interjection that the
Lubour Government were compelled to
build the second fence out of lean, the
Attorney General gaid that it did not
matter if we had to build six fences we
should not de it out of loan moneys. If
we should not use loan meneys to build
six fences, surely the same argument
should apply to stopping a gap in one
fence. The present attitude of the
Attorney General was utterly incompre-
hensible. One would not like to assert
that it wus because the hon. gentleman
was a member of the Cabinet. The hon.
gentleman would have an opporiunity of
showing the Kalgoorlie electors that, in
spite of being a member of the Cabinet,
he would stand up to the principles he
advocated two years ago in opposition to
the then sitting member,

Mr. COLLIER: To this question of
spending loan moners on the rabbit-
proof fence he had always been opposed,
and he intended to support the amend.
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ment to reduce the item.  One could not
help being struck with the clever way in
which the Attorney General evaded the
point at issne. The Attorney General
endeavoured to justify his actions to-day
on the groand that we had u deficit, but
when the Attorney General condemned
the Rason Government for coustructing
this fence out of loan monevs there was
also a deficit, and a prospect of a much
lavrger deficit ahead. The argument the
Attorney General now advanced would
have been a good argument lust year, but
at that time the Attorney General had un
alternative method of raising wmoney
gnd  said that if we had not
sufficient revenue with which to constract
the fence we should make the squatters
pay for it. The hon. gentleman had for-
gotten that to-day. The hon. gentleman
said last year that if the revenue was
insufficient te provide funds for the work
we had a legitimate claim on those who
derived benefit from the constrnetion of
the fence to make some contribution
towards the work, and that if such a
proposal bad been made, not on drastic
lines but on sensible lines, the Stute
might not be called upon to pay for the
fence oul of loan funds. We leard
nothing about that to-day now that the
Attorney General was in the Ministry.
Mg. JOHNSON supported the ameud-
ment because he believed that our diffi-
culties to-day were not as great us they
were when the Attorney General con-
demned this vote some twelve months
ago. Our revenue to-day was really
better than it was when the Lubour
Government were forced to construct the
fence out of loan moneys, and we were
to have a special session of Parliament
to raise more revenue still, so that we
could ¢arry out the principle so ably de-
fended by the Attorney General when the
hon. gentleman was a private member.
The Attorney General gained his seat on
hig advocacy of this particular matter by
appealing to the people of Kalgoorlie to
elect him to defend the country against
expenditutre of this description, and now
the hon. member supported the Govern-
ment in their desire to continue this
expenditure. However, there were nu.
merous inslances of how members of the
Government absolutely violated pledges
given at the last election. We conld
understand why some members were



Loan Estimates:

against giving a written pledge.
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would not give them sufficient latitude,

"I'hey would not sign a pledge because if
there was a place in the Ministry offering

they would be free to sacrifice their

principles. He (Mr. Jubnson) felt bitter
on this maiter because he lost his seat in
Parliament through being guilty, under
more exceptional circumstances than now

existed, of spending loan moneys on the

rabbit-proof fence. The Attorney Gene-
ral should admit having misled the
people of Kalguorlie, and that he was
wrong in condemning the previous mem-
ber for Kalgoorlie for loan expenditure
on the rabbit-proof fenee. The hon.
member shonld promise that next year
lie would endeavour not only to siop the
expenditure of loan funds on the rabbit-
proof fence, but also on asylums, build-
ings, and roads and sueh like that were
constructed out of revenue by the
Government the Attorney General con-
demned two years ago. These things
were pointed out tu the Attorney General
to get him to amend his ways in the
future, and so that be could he Lrne to
the people who elected him. The hon.
member, though he had not given a
written pledge, should adhere te his
spoken pledge.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
member for Guildford econgratulated
himself, though no one else would, that
bie lost his election on a comparatively
small issue. There were far wider and
graver differences than the question of
loun expenditure on items such as the
rabbit-proof feuce. It had already been
made clear that it was pointed oot by
those who were in a position to know,
that the work of constructing the rabbié-
proof fence must he carried out im-
wnediately or it was no good doing the
work at all, and the whole benefit of the
past expenditure in constructing about
2,000 miles of fencing would be useless.
We had two choices. 'We must consent

to the work being done out of the only

available moeney, loan funds, or we
must consent to sacrificing all that had
been done in the past.

Me. Jorvsox: That was what he said
in 1905.
Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL: The

Lon. member never put that argument
before anyoue.
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Mg. Jounson : The Attorney General
must have read his (Mr. Johusen’s)
speech.

Tee ATTORNEY GENERAL: If
the hon. member could turn up in his
speeches anything half so sensible as that,
he would then have reason to congratulate
himgelf, If this money was necessary
in order to save the work that had been
done, and if there was no money avail-
able to carry on the work from revenue,
and if the work was not carried on
immediately we sacrificed what had
already been carried out, would the hon.
member refuse to allow the work to be
constructed out of loan? He did not
pretend to be aware of the locality, or to
tell the Commitiee what class of roun-
try the fence passed through. Those
who were in u position to do that took the
responsibility of saying that this work
should be carried on. He did not put
himgelf forward as any authority w pro-
nounce an opinion, but accepted the
opinion of these who did know some-
thing about it. If this district through
which the fence was going was a settled
district, capable of a betterment tax
being raised, then he did not say he
would not support a proposal for better-
ment, whereby a fair proportion of the
cost of the erection of the fence should
be placed ou the land that derived benefit
from the work. Wo matler how much
members might indulge with a great deal
of pleasure in doing everything they
could and using every oppoftunity that
came to their hands for the purpose of
hurting him (the Attornev General) or
others on the Treasory bench, we must
recognise it was part of the duty of the
Opposition to throw stones, and if they
could not get their band on a stone they
threw dirt, which was generally what the
Government got from the Opposition.
If this work was not carried out, would
the total expenditure to date be placed in
danger? And if the revenue could not
furnish funds to carry ou the work, then
he asked members to take a sensible view,
and allow it to be completed from loan

' money rather than endanger the whele

. scheme of the rabbit-proof fence.

f

Mg. JOHNSON: It was not desirable
to press the amendment to a division, but
if 1t were preszed he could not vote for
it. 'I'he Attorney Gemeral had proved
that the contention, used at Kalgoorlie
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at the last election, was wrong, and the
criticism of the Rason Government justi-
fied ; therefore we had found him guilty
of these two charges. Personally he
would let the Attorney General off with
a caution hy voting against the amend-
wnent, but it was to be hoped the Attorney
General would be more careful in the
future in giving pledges to electors.

Me. UNDERWOOD: There was no
immediate danger of the rabbits coming
in at the top end of the fence near
Congdon ; the rabbits had not got so far
north as that. If there was any desire
on the part of the Governwent to post-
pone the continnation of the feunce until
they could raise sufficient revenue to do
so, be (Mr. Underwood} said that the
fence shounld be built out of revenne; but
he would remind the Government that
there was no danger at the present time
of the rabbits coming in at the top end
of the fence. It was reported consistently
in the Nor'.West that rabbits were inside
the fence. He had heard it from what
appeared to be very reliable authority.
Men who had worked on the fence, and
those who came along il, said that
rabbits were inside, and the general
opinion of men who had been on the
fence was that this was a total waste of
money.

Mr. HOLMAN: At the present time
rabbits were on both sides of the fence
near Navnine. The Attorney General
had laid stress on the fact that owing to
the state of the finances, the Government
were forced tuo continee this work from
loan funds. The position was far worse
when the Labour Government were in
power, and that was one reason why the
Labour Grovernment carried on the work
with loan moneys. Experts bad said
that the fence was absolutely required,
and that was the reason why the Labour
Governmnent pushed it forward out of
loan funds.

Mz. STONE : The fence would not be
effective, but now that it had been started
it should be completed. The Govern-
ment should gazette certain pest distriets,
and those persons who benefited from
the rabbit-proof fence should have some
say in the supervision of the fence ant
should contribute towards the interest
and the maintenance of that fence. Four
or five vears ago, when at Nannine, be
saw 2 cage with two rabbits in it, which
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showed that rabbits were brought from
a long distance to the place, as no rabbits
were then in that locality.

Mr. BUTCHER had listened with
some interest to the debate during the
lagt hour, and members had wandeved
somewhat from the subject. Ouly now
had we come to the point at issue,
It was surprising to find the repre-
sentative of a pastoral district, like
the wember for Pilbarea (Mr. Under-
wood), giving utterance to such an ab-
surd slatement as that the rabbit-proof
fence was useless, in defiance of the
facts relative to rabbit-proof fences in
other parts. They had proved most
usefnl in the Hastern States, and every-
body must know that the only possible
means of keeping rabbits out of u country
was a rabbit-proof fence.

Mr. Scappan: In what Eastern State
had the rabbit-proof fence proved useful ?

Me. BUTCHER : Asthe hon. member
well knew, in Qucensland, New South
Wales, and Victoria. As for rabbits
being on bLoth sides of the fence, hon.
members on reading the reports would
find that instances of this were utterly
isolated. Moreover, during the last few
dry months strenuous and sueccessful
efforts had been made to destroy the
Tabbit nests inside the fence by poisoning
and trapping. The whole of the work
couneeted with the fence was now in
a most satisfactory condition. As to
making the squatters pay for the work,
he personally would be most happy to
to pay his share towards it, if—(laughter)
—-the Government would adopt the same
principle in connection with every other
public work; but it wuas manifestly un-
just that the cost of a rabbit-proof fence,
constructed for the purpose of protecting
an enormous area of country not in the
hands of the so-called squatters, or only
to a very limited exient, infinitely the
greater portion being still in the bands
of the Government, unoccupied, should
be cast entirely on thase pastoralists who
were already beavily taxed, and had great
difficalties to contend with. Why wus
not this betterment principle applied in
the case of the Coolgurdie waler scheme,
which represented a huge investment of
Government money made with the sole
object of supplying one particular in-
dustry and one particular community
with water. ?
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MexpER : The goldfields paid the full
interest.

Me. Scappan: How much hud the
hon. member (Mr. Buicher) paid to-
wardg the rabbit-proof fence ?

Mpr. BUPCHER: As a taxpayer, he
had paid his share. The arguments
which had been wused ¢o-night were
absurd, and represented mere wasting of
the time of the House and turningevery-
thing into ridicule.

Mr. HorLmay: Would the Chairman
ask the hou. member to withdraw the
stutement that the arguments used against
the frnee merely represented o wasting of
the time of the House ?

Taw CHAIRMAN : That was merely
an expression of opinion.

Mer. BUTCHER: The country had been
put to the enormous expense of construct-
wug a fence to one poiut, and now, because
it was almost impossible to cowplete the
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A

work out of revenue, it wuas proposed to :
allow the work to remain in abeyance !

until revenue funds were available, Tt
would be a disgrace and a scandal and a
sin to allow that gap in the fence to
remain. He sincerely boped the Govera-
ment would not for an instant think of
allowing the amendment to pass.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD : The remarks of
the member for Gascoyne (Mr. Buicher)
were to be regarded as expert evidence.
He (Mr. Underwood) had said that the
fence was useless, Dbecause the rubbits
were inside it, and he could see no use in
fencing rabbits in. So far he had had
only the word of the men working
on the fence, but now his infor-
mation was confirmed by the expert
evidence of the member for Gascoyne.
‘Therefore he was finally convinced that
farther expenditure was absolutely use-
iess. Knowing the ravages of rabbits, he
would say that if it were possible to keep
them out, Western Australia would be
justified in spending millions of pounds
to that end; but it was useless to con-
struct a fence to keep rabbitsin. Ex-
perience showed that if a few rabbits
were inside, before long there would be
milliens inside. The member for Gas-
coyne had said he failed to see the justice
of making a few squatters pay for the
fence. The rabbits, however, wonld affect
not enly the squatters in the vicinity of
the Oukover River and the surrounding
districts where the fence was still to be
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built, but, if they got through there,
would certainly spread to other districts,
and eventually over the whole of our
agricultural and pastoral country. There-
fore the sguatters and agriculturists of
every part of Western Australia should
be equally liable to pay for the crection
of the fence, provided it could be proved
that the fence would keop the rabbits off
that country.

Mr. Butcnrer: Very well; finish the
fence.

Mr, UNDERWOOD: The contention
of the member for Gascoyne regarding
the Coolgardie Wuter Scheme bad his
support, and he thought the scheme would
soon return interest on capital and sink-
ing fund. If it did not do so next year,
he would certainly favour the fixing of a
higher rate for “water. Perhups this
argument regarding the cost of the fence
would not have been used if the squatters
and land-owners had shown themselves
willing to submit to tazation, but they

. had absolutely refused to uccept any land

tax. Moreover, large tracts of pastoral
country were heing held at rents com-
siderably less than their value. We were
not philanthropists to supply squatters
with fences and roads and bridges gratis.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result .—

Ayes ... 3
Noes ... 23
Majority agamst 15
ATES, NoEs.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Brebber
Mr. Bath BEr. H. Brown
hEr. Bolton Mr. T. 1. Brown
Ife. Collier Mr, Butcher
Afr. Horno Mr., Davies
Mr. Scaddnn + Mr. Eddy
Mr. Walker ! Mr, Ewing
Ar. Heibmaon (Tetler). Mr. Gordon
Mr. Hayward
. DEr, Hohman
Mr. Keenan
I Mr, McLarty
+ Mr. K. J. Moore
 Dr. 8. F. Moore
Mr, Price
Br. Smith
. Mr. Stone
Mr. Troy
Mr. Veryord
© Mr, Ware

- Mr. A. J. Wilson
Mr. F. Wilson
* Mr. Hardwick (Teller).

Amendent thus negatived.

Vote put and passed.
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Vote— Roads and Bridges, £6,040;
recouy £9,360:

Item—Main Roads, and Roads and
Bridgesin Agricultural Districts, £6,040;
recoup, £9,360:

Mr. BATH wished to inform the
Treasurer that he (Mr. Bath) had ne
hand in passing this vote last year. We
had an amount of £6,040 new expendi-
ture, which he proposed to move shonld
be struck out.

Tae Premier: That was the balance
on the lst July.

Mz BATH: There was no jnstification
for the inclusion of this item in the loan
schedule. By no stretch of the imagina-
tion eould it be regarded as reproduc-
tive. He predicted that if this policy
were pursned it would not be long before
we werein the same position as Victoria
and other States, which, through their
attitude in rvegard to loan expenditure
on roads and bridges and other non-
reprodnctive works landed themselves in
difficulties. He hoped that members who
believed in preserving honest financial
methods so far as loan expenditure was
concerned would agree with him in
voting to strike the item out. He moved
an amendment—

That the item be omitted.

Tar TREASURER: This was an item
which was passed on last year's Esti-
mates. We bad expended at the end of
the financial year £9,360, and the lia-
bilities at the end of the year were
£3,882, so that we really expended nearly
the whole of the money. The amount to
be voted this vear as new expenditure
was £6,040, which included habilities of
£3,882, and made the tolal £15,400.
The whole of the money here had been
expended on these roads, and if the work
was not completed it was drawing uear
completion. Surely the Committee would
not strike out an item of this description,
seeing that last year the works were
authorised,

Mr. WALKER hbad understood from
the Minister that there was to be some-
thing for the North-East Coolgardie
Roads Board.

TrePreMiEr: Therewas an “ etcetera.”

Me. WALKER: It was all Busselton.
We were getting into a narrow groove; we
could not get out of our cave. If we
were going to waste the time of the Com-
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Roads and Bridyes.

mitiee and the country in Deautifying
and adorning the hon. member's con-
stituency out of lean money, we should
be justified in excluding this amoung
altogether until fair play could be ob.
tained for all the roads in the State. We
had cut down our grants to munici-
palities and roads hoards so that they
could not get anything {rom the Govern-
ment, and yet we were voting these
special grants to the bon. member’s con-
stitnency. He felt inclined to suppori
the amendment.

Tre MINISTER TFOR WORKS
hoped the hon. member would reconsider
his pesition. As a matter of fact this
vote was approved by the Committee last
year.

M=z. Bare wanted to reconsider the
imposition. .

Tue MINISTER : These works with
the exception of £400 were authorised
last year and were practically completed.
There were practically no new roads and
bridges pul. down for this year to be con-
structed out of loan.

Mr. HOLMAN : Time after iime when
discussing the Estimates he had referred
to the amount spent in the cave district.
We did not know the sum spent there.
We saw an item year by year throughount
the whole of the Estimates, and now it
wag introduced into the Loan Estimates.

Tre TrrasyrER: It was not a new
item. )

Mr. HOLMAN : We were asked to
vote this amount of money without
kunowing where it was going to. These
roads were constructed not in the agri-
cultural districts but going to the caves.

TEE TrEASURER: There was ope in
the North-West.

Mgr. HBOLMAN : There might be.
Why wag not some explanation given ?

T'ae Tressorer : Full particulars were
given last year.

Mz. HOLMAN : Last year very little
infurmation was given. TUnless some
more satisfactory information was forth-
coming he intended to vote against the
item, He did not believe in the principle
of coustructing roads and bridges out of
loan funds.

Tug I'eEssurer: We must pay our
debis.

Mr. HOLMAN: Where had this money
heen spent?  Various amounts had been
speut on the different roads, especially the
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Busselton, Yallingup, and Wanneroo
roads,
Mr. STONE: There was a sum of

£10,000 on the ratlway vote for a bridge

in town. There seemed to be large
amounts for Perth and Fremantle—
[(MemBER: Not [remantle] — whilst

people in outlving districts had to go
through sand aprd mud, and had to make
their owu roads. The Perth Council
should be called upon to pay part of this
£10,000, which would be expended for
the benefit of the citizens and would in-
crense the value of the assets.

Me. WALKER: The Minister said
these works must be completed, as money
had been spent on them. Quite recently
the Mines Department undertook to
make two roads in the Kanowna elec-
torate ; but after certain expenditure not
another pound could be obtained. These
were as important as any roads in the
Busselton district. Boads boards were
now shorn of their powers; vet the Gov-
ernment would not come to the rescue,
though we were now voting more money
than was needed to meet liabilities.

Tae TreasuRER: No.
represented an under-estimate.

Mer. Warker: Upaunthorised expends-
ture ?

Tae MINISTER TFOR WORES:
Last year £i5000 was voted for certain
works, that being an approximate esti-
mate of their cost. At the end of the
financial year £8,360 worth was com-
pleted, and we were commitied to £3,882
worth which were under way. At the
commencement of the new year the
balance of the £15,000 was expended,
plus £400 more than had heen provided ;
and the £6,040 shown as new expenditure
was simply to pay off the liabilities exist-
ing on the 30th Jume. In addition to
roads the vote included ten bridges at
Marbellup, Carpaching, Popanying, Avon
River, Mt. Wokeby, Dudinyillup and
other places.
any new loun expenditure, but simply
completing  Jast vear’s authorisafions.
The cost of rouds and bridges could not
be exactly estimated; therefore it was
useless to sirike out the £400.

Mr. HOLMAN: What amount was
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The £400

We were not initiating

spent on the Busselton-Yallingup road ¥ |

Tue MiNisTER FOR WORES:

The .

particulars were uot at the moment avail- -

able.
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Mr. HOLMAN: Over £2,000 was
spent on one road ; and the contract price
for the Busselton-Yallingup road was
£1,700.

Mg. SCADDAN : It was easy to assert.
that last year's vote had been exceeded
by £400; but no information was given
as to the roads constructed.

Tre Mirister ror Worxks did not
aceept the hon. member as an instructor.

Me. SCADDAN: No one could in-
struct the Mipister. No information on
this point was given last year. The
Minister now said there were ten bridges,
but the schedule showed only seven, to-
gether with three roads and a nuwber of

“etceteras”  Was “etcetera”™ in the
Treasurer’s constituency ? It was like
“sundries ”’ in a cricket score. Before

passing unauthorised expenditure we
should have particulars, otherwise roads
never authorised could be made. He
moved an amendment—
That the item be reduced hy £400,
Amendment put, and a division taken

~ with the following result:—

Ayes 12
Noes 17
Majority against ... &
Arzs. Noxs,
Mr, Angwin Mr. Brebbor
Mr. Bath Mr. H. Brown
Mr. Bolton Mr, T, L. Brown
Mr. Collier Mr. Davies
Mr. Holinan Mr. Eddy
Mr, Horan 1 Mr. Ewing
Mr, Hudson Mr. Qordoan
Mr. Scaddan Mr. Hayward
Mr. Troy | Mr, N. J. Moore
Mr. Walker Mr. 8. F, Moore
Mr, Ware Mr, Price
Mr. Heitmann {Teller). Mr. Smith
]]!yt[[r. Svtone
T, Veryard
BMr. A. J. Wilson
Mer. F, Wilson
Mr. Hardwick (Toller).

Amendment, thus negatived.

Mgr. HOLMAN: Would the Mimster
supply during this session the informa-
tivn asked for, showing the roads con-
structed and the amount spent on each ?

Tue Mintster For Works: Certainly,
if the hon. member would call on him.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—-Public Buildings, £84.700; re-
coup, £49,711:

Mg. BATH, for the reasons advanced
on “ Roads and Bridges,” objected to the
new expeaditure on public buildings.
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The policy of the party to which the
present Ministry belonged had been one
of opposition to the counstruction of
public buildings out of loan moneys, and
the records showed that from the estab-
lishment of Responsible Government
until lagt year out escutcheon was unsul-
lied in this respect.

TrE PrEMIER: Who said so ?

Me. BATH : The Statistical Register.

TrE Treasvrer: A sum of £365,000
was spent in one year,

Mg, BATH : That was before Respon-
sible Government. Returns in the
Monthly Abstract and provided by the
Treasurer's Department showed that the
last amount expended from Loan Funds
on public buildings was in 1898, but the
sum then was only £2,633. In 1897 no
loan moneys were spenton buildings, and
in 1896 only £5%. The total amount
expended from Loan Funds on buildings
letween 1882 and 1906 was £67,124.

Tre PreyiEr: The hon. member said
that none had been speunt.

Me. BATH admiited having been in
error in saying that none had been spent
since 1890: but at least from 1898 until
last year there was no expenditure on
public buildings from Loan Funds. The
obnoxious practice was introdoced last
year, when the Opposition protested
against a system that was calculated to
damage the prestige of Western Aus-
tralia in commercial circles. The prin-
ciple was vicious, and should be objected
to by every member who desired to see
the reputation of Western Australia
maintained. The extra expenditure was
£64,411. He moved an amendment —

That the vote be reduced by £65,000.

Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS:
The bhon. member’s party countenanced
municipal expenditure of this character.
If we had no provision for sinking
fund it would be a dangerous and ob-
noxious practice; but when it was con-.
sidered that we paid nearly a quarter of a
million into a sinking fund each year,
surely no great exception could be taken
to providing such absolutely necessary
works as those described in the schedule
out of loan at a time when the other re-
quirements of the State more thun con-
sumed our revenue.

Mr. Warger: How was the interest
on these buildings to be met ?

[ASSEMBLY.]

Public Buildings.

Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS: If
we paid a quarter of a million a year into
a sinking fund to redeem the debts owing
on reproductive works, and if we spent
£84,000 on Luildings, the payment for
which would be spread over 40 years—
and the buildings would certainly last
out a deal longer than that period—by no
stretch of imagination could we be said
to be going to the bad with regard to onr
indebtedness. It was o practice that
should be aveidedif possible; but rather
than that our children should go without
schools, or that Kalgoorlie should go
without abattoirs, or that our insane
ghould be kept in an asylum of snch
antiquated style as the present building,
he would be prepared to borrow, if neces-
sary at a beavy rate of interest, for these
works. It was sometimes difficult to draw
the line hetween reproductive and unpro-
ductive works. He very much doubted
whether, if we could provide facilities for
curing the insanme and for educational
tacilities, they would not be in one sense
reproductive works, though they were
not in the ordinary acceptance of the
term. Members should recognise the
position the Government was placed in,
and the large sum paid annually into the
sinking fund, and in view of the small.
ness of the vote should pass it.

Me. WALKER: The point at issue
was whether we were to depart from a
principle ? The statement of the Min-
ister for Warks was & revelution, follow-
ing on his recent statetnent that our
revenue now barely paid the working
expenses of our civil service; and that
reverue was on the decrease.

Tue MivisTER FOR Worns: Increased
taxation was contemplated.

Mz. WALKER: And we were going
to spend in Busselton all that would be
got from this taxation.

Tue TreasvrEr: What about the
Coolgardie-Norseman Railway ?

Mr. Bara: That conld not be ¢com-
pared with public buildings.

Mr. WALKER: The diffecrence was
that one had a chance of becoming repro-
ductive, the other work had not,

THE Treasurer: But the hon. mem-
ber said all the money raised was to he
spent in Busselton.

Mr. WALKER: The Estimates
showed that.£15,000 was voted in one lump
for Busselton to-night. He was pleased
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that abattoirs were to be supplied for
Kalgoorlie. That work would be repro-
ductive and in that respect might be '
justified; but public buildings generally,
such as gaols and lunatic asvlums, could
not be justly considered chargeable to
loan funds. That was the protest
being wade by the Opposition—not
against the items which were heter-
ogeneously classified, reproductive and un-
productive works being thrown together
and not clearly defined as they should
he. In supporting the amendment he
was voling to assert the principle of only
spending loan monevs on works that
were distinetlv reproductive and com-
pelling pavment for all other works
out of revenue. That principle had
"been departed from and should be re-
turned to at the earliest possible moment.
" Tue TREASURER: This was a prin-
ciple the member for Kanowna had voted
in favour of often in New Sonth Wales,
The argument in favour of the principle
raised by the hon. member was not as
sound as he wished members to believe.
If we took iuto consideration directly or
indirectly reproductive works, we must as
a Parliament and a Goveroment satisfy
the needs of our people. Would anyone
say that the additions to the Government
Printing Office were not a fair item to
pay for out of loan moneys? Take the
abattoirs on the goldfields, again that
was a directly reproductive work, Take
the Fremantle prison, it was indirectly
reproductive and directly to seme extent.
Take the lunatic asylum, was not that of
benefit to the health of the whole com-
munity by bhaving pecple removed to a
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place where they could have medical
treatment ¥ Take the schools, was not
the provision of educational facilities for
our children an indirectly reproductive
public work?

Mg, Warker: Did not that show
there was no work which was not repro-
ductive.

Tue TREASURER: There were very .
few works indeed which were not really -
reproductive. If there was a work of a |
temporary nature that could not possibly
last for move than 20 or 30 years, then
he would say the Government ought to !
construct that work out of revenue,
unless it were directly reproductive. If
the Government, were constructing works
which would lust for 40 years, and some
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of them for perhaps 200 vears, was it fair
that we should take from the pockets of
the present geveration the whole of the
cost of those buildings? If the present
generation were taxed to pay the interest
and sinking fund, so that the ameocunt
would be redeemed within a reasonable
time, say 40 vears, was that not a fair
hurden to place on the present genecra-
tion ? Posterity would be very much
better off 10) years hence than the present
generation. Were we justified in refusing
the necessities of the people because we
had not the revenue to spend P

Mer. Bara: No; get the revenue.

Tue TREASURER: We had tried,
and the ofker Cliamber had thrown our
measure out, and would not allow us to
get the revenue. In the meantime we
did not intend to starve our people. Tt
was only a question as to how far we
should go. He was agreeable to the con-
tention that we should be cautious and
not go too far; it was all a question of
how far we could safely borrow in com-
parison with the population and the
revenue. When we found we were going
beyond the limits of repavment, as far as
the revenue was concerned, by way of
sinking fund and the payment of interest,
then it was time to stop, but we had not
reached that period yet. We should be
doing an injustice to the people to
deprive them of necessary works and
buildings, because at the present time
snme membera thought in the dim future
we should override the constahle.

Mr. BATH: The Treasurer who had
just spoken was altogether a different in-
dividunal from the Treasurer who spoke at
the conference of State legiglators. Then
it was the boast of the Treasurer over the
Treasurers of the vther States that whilst
they had spent their money on nonpro-
ductive works, in Westeru Australia we

¢ had exercised more caution, and had ex-

pended our meney on reproductive works,

 and were consequently in a better posi-

tion. If the Treasurer had to sirike a
tax for each work, he would soon be
in a position ‘of reaching the limit

. of the tasable condition of the people.

In the case of a Stute, so long as
borrowed money was invested in repro-
ductive works, the increased burden of
interest was connterbalanced by increased
revenuc. It was different, however, when

. horrowed money was spent in unproduc-
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tive works, as in the case of Victoria,
which laid the last straw on the camel's
back. We should never embark on such
a policy : far better refrain now than
have to confess a few vears later that we
had made 4 grievous mistake. It would
not be many years before the people of
thiz State would have to pay for the sins
which the Ministry had been committing.

Mxz. T. L. BROWN could not entirely
agree with the Leader of the Opposition
in regard to the whole of the items
enumerated under this head, and there-
fore he must vote against the member for
Brown Hill. He was opposed to the
excision of the item for education,
having during his election campaigns
fought strongly for the principle of free
education and for all possible assistance
towards education. He was, however,
strongly opposed to the item of £5,000
for the Perth Art Gallery.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result:——
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Ayes e e B
Noes e A7
Majority against ... 11
ATEE, Noxzs,
Mr. Bath Mr. Angwin
Mr, Holman Mr, Brébber
Mr. Hudeon Mr, H. Brown
Mr, Walker Mr. T. L. Brown
Mr. Ware Mr, Daglish
My, Collier (Tellar). Mr. Davies
Mr. Ewing
%Elilr. gordon
r. Gregory
Mr, Hayward
Mr. N. J. Moore
Mr. Price
Mcr. Smith
Mr. Stone
Dr, A, J, Wilson
Mr. F. Wilsor
Mr, Hardwick (Tsllor).

Amendment thus negatived.

Me. T. L. BROWN moved an amend-
ment—
That the vote be reduced hy £5,000.

This sum represented the amount pro-
poposed to be granted to the Perth Avt
Gallery. He conscientiously and fear-
lessly coutended that the itemn could not,
by any stretch of the imagination, be
described as a reproductive work, being
on the contrary a luxury pure and
simple.

Tee TREASURER:
was educational.

Mr. T. L, BROWN: Back country
people could not participate in the

The Art Gallery
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privilege of visiting the gallery. Where
the money was put in one small place as
it. would be in the art gallery the whole
of the inhabitants of the State could not
participate in it with advantage to them-
selves, and a great number of the in-
habitants of the State would never have
an opportunity of visiting the art gallery
at all.

Mr. ANGWIN noticed that there was
a sum of £6,000 for the Kalgoorlie
abattoirs.

Tag CHAIRMAN : The question had
been carried.

Mr. ANGWIN: Before the vote was
carried he was on his feet.

Mer. JOHNSON: The hon. member
was distinctly on his feet before the
Chairman commenced to put the vote, and
sat down because the Chairinan was on his |
feet and speaking.

Tne CHATRMAN was quite aware of
that. The question then was reducing
the vote by £5,000. If the hon. member
degired to move a farther amendment he
could do so.

hMR. ANGWIN was going to speak to
that.

Tue CHAIRMAN: The sum could
not be allocated to any particular item.
All the hon. member could do was to
reduce the vote by a certain sum. It must
be less than £5000.

Mr. ANGWIN was going to support
the amendment for a certain reason, when
tbe Chairman would not give him an op-
portunity to speak.

Tae CHATRMAN: If the hon. mem-
ber desired to speak he could do so.

Mr, ANGWIN was supporting a re-
duction of the vote because whilst u sum
was provided for abatioirs at Kalgoorlie
an amount had not heen placed on these
Estimates in relation to abatteirs at
Fremantle. Plans and tenders werc
called for some two years ago in regard
to abattoirs to be constructed at Fre-
mantle, and the matter was intended to
be held over only until the appointoient
of a superintendent.

Amendment put and negatived.

Mr. HOLMAN eniered his protest
against this amount appearing on the
Loan Estimates. It was a grave mistake
for the Government to depart from the
old principles by constructing public
buildings from loan funds. The late
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Government were cobdetnned when in
power.
Tre CHAIRMAN :
was out of order.
ME. Houmaw: Could he not pive his
reasons for voting against the vote 7

The hon. member

Tae Caatryaw: It had been decided

the vote shonld not he reduced.

Mgr. HoLman intended to vote against |

the whole vote; was not that in order ¥

Tue Cuaareman did not think it was
at this stage.

Mz. HoLmaw:
order?

THE CuarrmaN: The Committee had
- dealt with the voto Ly proposing two
reductions, and the only thing in order
wns to move nn amendinent to reduce by
a lesser amount.

Me. Bara: Were we not in order in
voting against the whole vote ?

TeE CuareMaN: In voting, certainly.

Mg. Batd : The hon. member desired
to give his reasons for voting against it.
Until the vote was decided the hen.
member was quite in order in stating his
reasous.

Tre CuarrmaN ruled that the hon.
member was not in order in discussing it
at this stage.

Mrg. Baru: It was repression.

Mr.DAGLISH moved anamend ment—

That the vote be reduced by £1,000.

Mr. HOLMAN regretted having to
speak on this question at the present
time. He maintained that atany stage
he would be in order whilst desiring to
have the vote reduced.

Taue CHAIRMAN: Did the bon. mem-
ber dispute the ruling of the Chair¥

When would it be in

Me. HOLMAN : It was useless to dis- |

pute the ruling of the Chair. He had
no desire to; he had stated that before.
He regretted that he was interrapted so
often when speaking. He wasinterrupted
hefore he had finished a sentence. He
was intercupted by the Chair time after
time. He regretted that we were forced
io go intv the construction of publie
buildings from loan funds. He hoped
the time was not far distant when the
finances would be in such a position that
we should go back to the old system.
Mg. STONE: These buildings would
earn a certain amount of reat, which
would be more than equivalent to the
interest. The first loan the Government
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of this Btate obtained was to build roads
and bridges, and the .£50,000 thus spent
bad been of more use than any other
£5(,000 expended.

Mr. Batrn: We were tazed to-day to
pay for that.

Me. JOHNSON desired very briefly to
enter his protest against the construction
of asylums, schools, old men’s depots,
ete., out of loan funds, This was a de-
parture absolutely taken by the present
Government, and was the most retrogres-
sive step made in Australian politics.

. At the last general election we had the

spectacle of the Grovernment going to the
country and condemning the Labour
Government for the fact that it had a
deficiency. Being successful in convine-
ing the people that the deficiency was
owing to the want of capacity on the part

| of the Labour Government and that others

could overcome the difficulty, they came
back to Parlinment, and they handed over
to revenne momneys out of loan funds
for the very work which the Labour Gov-

- ernment had constructed from reveoue.

In other words, when tbe Rason Gov-

t ernment took office, the Labour Govern-

ment had spent some money on the

t asylum, from which expenditure a deficit
. resnlted.

The Rason Government took
from loan the amount of that expenditure,
and paid it into revenue. By misrepre-
sentation the Government obtained office,
and immediately did what they had con-
demned in their predecessors. The only
instance in which the Labour Government
spent loan inoney on nonproductive
works was the rabbit-proof fence; and

. that expenditure was rendered necessary

by the bungling of the James Government,
which cost the country £90,000, and if
the present Government continued bung-
ling, they would cost the country hun.
dreds of thousands. The people could
not now retaliate on the Government, for
there were not sufficient by-elections.
We must wait for the general election,
when this would be one of the main
reasons for condemning the Governinent.

Mz DAGLISH would not discuss the
inerits, if discoverable, of the Government,
but would point out that the Committee,
if they did not pass the amendmeat, were
rushing into loan expenditure that the
country could not stand.

Tre Treasurkr: Would a thousand
pounds save the country P
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Mr. DAGLISH : If the Treasurer did
not know that any cconomy was worth
making, be was unfit for his position.
This expenditure of £1,38%,000 would
involve an interest charge of £150,000 a
year to be provided from revenue. Apart
from that we had now to provide sinking
fund and interest on loans at, say, 4 per
cent., a reasonable estimate. On the 30th
June last we had a deficit of £116,000,
plus a deficit of £3,000 estimated by the
Treasurer, plus an additional £60,000
to be added Dbecause the Treasurer
had failed to pass his Land Tax Bills,
At the end of the present financial year
we should therefore have a deficit of
£179,000. These were the figures sub-
mitted by the Treasurer with his Esti-
mates. Yet the Treasurer proposed with-
in two or three years, in two years if ke
could, to spend three million pounds, which
would represent a farther anaual charge
of £150,000. The Government proposed
to meet a revenue deficit by increasing
loan expenditure, thus muking additional
charges on that revenue. They proposed
to restore confidence by increasing the

-burden on the taxpayer. This was not
an opportune time to swell loan expen-
diture, Por the past four years the
policy was to exercise caution in that
matter. That caution was first recow-
mended, and was amply justified, by Mr.
Gardiner, and practised by the Labour
Government, who earned much unpopu-
larity by not secking public favour by
expenditure from loan which, it was
alleged, would find work fortheir suppor-
ters. The policy adopted by the Rason Gov-
ernment, evidenced by the fact that they
spent only £537,558 from loans, was
abandoned by this Government. The
present Government sought fo restore
prosperity by increasing our liabilities in
the way of interest and sinking fund.
It was an ansound policy, iu view of the
possibility of the falling revenue, the
abrogation of the hookkeeping clauses by
the Commonwealth Parliament and the
abolition of the Braddon Clause, so that
the country must look carefully into any
increase in interest and sinking fund
charges. It wus absolutely essential to
carefully reduce all borrowing to an
absolute minimum, in order to keep
down the charges for sinking fund and
interest. Instead of that the Government,
were, without supplying any justification
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for it, c¢normously swelliug the annual
charges for interest and sinking fund.
Their policy in that respect would bring
about « financial crists in succeeding
years. A large portion of the people, it
was true, were anxious that the Govern-
ment should launch out into liberal
expenditure of loan moneys. That
might creute fictitious prosperity in the
immediate present, but afterwards the
people would have to foot the bill. We
were now suffering to a large degree from
the fact that heavy loans had leen
incurred in the past. Having had to
attend a meeting in his clectorate to-night,
he regretted not having been here earlier
to discuss the items and enter his protest
agninst this expenditure of loan moneys
on public buildings. The amendment he
moved would give the Committee an
opportunity to protest.
Amendment put and negatived.

Mr. HOLMAN: Were members in
order in voting “no’" when the vote was
put, and thus voting out the vote ?

Tre CHAIRMAN : Yes.

Mr. HOLMAN: A different ruling
wag given previously.

Tee CHAIRMAN: The previous
ruling was that the hon, member was not
in order in speaking. The hon. member
could vote as he pleased.

Vote put and passed.

This completed the Loan Estimates for
the year.

Resolutions
adopted.

reported;  the report

GOOMALLING RAILWAY, AN
INSPECTION.

Tae PREMIER: For the information
of members, I wonld like to intimate that
we propose to muke a tour of iuspection
of the Goomalling railway line on Monday
next, leaving Perth at 9 o'clock and
reburning wbout § o’clock in the evening.

ADJOURNMENT,
The House adjourned at 11-31 o’clock,
until the next Tuesday.



